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Famors  v/cro  the  only  najor  -roup  to  close  out   '48  at  a  lovrcr  price  lovol,' 
Althourh  prices  famors  pay  did  cone  dov^n  slightly,  that  --ras  because  food  and 
food  c?.me'dOTm        comxiodit  ic  s  farncrs  sell.     Farmers*  net  income  v;as  dovm  slightly 
in  »48,  the  first  decline  in  10  years. 

Talking  v.lth  a  National  Farm  and  Hour  Audience  (lIBC)  tomorrow.  Under  Secrc- 
tar^r  Lovoland  vdll  point  out  that  USDA  continues  to  expect  a  fairly  stahle'year 
in  '49.     Even  though  items  such  as  automobiles  and  housing  are  still  short,  there 
may  be  som.e  further  easing  in  textiles,  shoes,  and  a  fevf  durable  goods. 


With  another  year  of  buiriper  crop 
perience  further  price  declines  in 


fOV7 


the  Urider  Secretary  said  we  my  well  cx- 
toms  such  as  potatoes,  v.hoat,  corn  end 


oilseeds*     Net  farm  incom.e  also  may  decline  somev/hat  in  '49,  largely  because 
costs  change  much  more  slowly  than  farm  prices.     But  »49  should  bo  a  good  year 
for  farmers  as  a  whole  because  the  farmer  has  his  house  in  order. 


Hog  Marketings  This  Week  ;  ' 

■v 

Heaver  runs  of  hogs  this  week  dropped  prices  at  Chicago  to  the  lowest  point 
since  price  controls  were  taken  off  in  Oct.   '46,    But,  by  vjcekend, .  prices  had 
recovered  part  of  the  losses, 

mk  reports  that,  Monday,  m.arketing  at  12  major  markets  ran  160,000,  or  the 
heaviest  since  May  '44.     For  the  week,  marl<ptings  "ran  420,000  compared  vdth 
368,000  last  xrook.     Livestock  men  feel  marketings  may  continue  relatively  high 
for  another  week.     In  the  past  few  years,  marketings  have  been  generally  hea-^/ 
the  first  2  vrecks  after  the  first  of  the  year,  .  . 

A  seasonal  decline  is  exDcctod  the  next  3  months.     Imd  hog  slaughter  for 
the  Jan. -Mar,  quarter  is  expected  to  be  around  5%  below  the  corresponding  quarter 
a  year  o.go. 


Crop  Insurance  Now  in  Black 

Tho  Secretary's  office  on  Monday  sent  a  report  to  Congress- 'on  this  yearns 
operation  of  tho  "Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corporation.     In  '48.,,, for  the  second 
consecutive  year,,.. the  crop  insurance  program  operated  at  a  profit..  PromiuFis 
ran  about  ^12-|  million, ..  ,and  inderrnitic s  about"  $7-^  million.    We'll  send  you 
copies  of  this  report  next  vreck. 
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"Necessity        Ilothor  of  Co-ops" 

Under  Secretary  Loveland  projected  from  his  ovm  farm  experience  this  week 
on  v.hy  farmers  need  co-ops, ^and  hovv  they  v^ork,     Tal.kin^  v.nth  the  Na.tional  Coun- 
cil of  Famer  Cooperatives  at  Memphis,  Lire  Loveland  conmisnted  on  machinery  co-ops 
y;hich  are  being  suggested  as  part  of  the  ans'.ver  to  mechanization  in  the  Scutho 
He  said,  "Some  people  say  the  machinery  co-op  mil  never  vrork.     But  my  ovm.  ex- 
perience says  that  one  such  arrangement  did  ivork  for  many  yearso"    And  then  he 
related  the  story  of  the  smiooth  functioning  of  the  neighborhood  co-op  he  vas  in 
for  EO  years  to  thresh  sm.all  grains,   shred  corn,  and  fill  silos<,     He,  and  a 
brother  and  a  neighbor,  still  do  several  things  together,,     "The  neighbor  ovms  the 
com.bine,  my  brother  has  the  hay  baler,  and  I  have  the  corn  picker," 

The  Under  Secretary  also  told  ho'-:  a  co-op  creamoiy,  cjig  other  co-ops,  had 
helped  meet  pro.ctical  problems  for  him...  .and,  of  the  benefits  of  SEA-financed 
co-ops  in  bringing  cloctricit;^^  to  farm  families, 

"Je^ll  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy  of  LiTe  Loveland 's  talk, 
USDA  Official  Travel 

Denver  —  Jan,  12  —  Secretary  v^rcnnan,  at  Llountain  States  Hardv/are  end  Im.plcnont 
Association  47th  Annual  Oonventicn,     Cosmopolitan  Hotels 

Harrisburg,  Pa,  —  Jan^  10        Ao  cT,  Loveland,  Under  Secretary'',  speaking  at  PIvIA 
G-oals  Conference  at  Penn-IIarris  ?Totel» 

Athens .  Ga,  —  Jan,  17-13  —  EeM,  Salter,,  Cliief^  Bur,  of  Plant  Industry,  Soils  & 
Agr'l  Engineering,  to  attend  Gao  Section  meetings  of  iimerican  Society'-  of  Agronomyj 
Contact:    Dept,  of  Agronomy,  Agr^l  Experiment  Station, 

Nashville,  Tenn,  —  Jan,  11  —  Claude  R.  ITickard,  Administrator,  Rural  Eleo,  Adm,  , 
Term,  State-T-lde  REA  m-oetingo     Contact:     ^'jidrevr  Jackson  Hotel, 

Richm-ondj  Vag  ' —  J^an,  14  —  G,  F,  Geissler,  Manager^  and  Earll  Nikkei,  Sales  Div, 
Fed,  Crop  Ins©  Corp,,  meeting  of  county  comimitteemen  on  tabacco  sales  at  State 
PIvlA  Office. 

Raleigh,  11,  C  3  —  Jan,  17  —  Geissler  and  Nikkei  at  tobacco  and  cotton  sales  moet- 
ing  at  Fi:iu^  Office, 

Freight  Iv.tes  Increased 


Doc,  29,  ICC  granted  interim  freight  rate  increases  ranging  from  in' 
various  railroad  rate  territories.     Increases  vrerc  held  to  6^  crrt^  for  fruits, 
vegetables,  a.nd  m.el ons, » ,  .and  4,^^  on  sugar.     No  increases  vrere  allovred  on  pro- 
tective services  such  as  heating  and  icings 

Bureau  /mnual  Reports 

Several  more  Bureau  annual  reports  ' cam.c  out  this  v:eek:  BAIe  ■•vc©BFISilE» ca 
Porost  Serv,»«,»REA,,  «.Rirxoe«i,EXT,,,eCom..  Ex,    ITeUl  be  glad  to  send  you  copioSa 


USDA  Periodical  Notes 


?[ith  farm  costs  rising,  auid  average  prices  dropping,  at  what  point  will  far- 
mers begin  to  run  into  a  price  squeeze? 

In  the  January  "Agricultural  Situati on,"  Sherman  Johnson  of  BAS  gives  esti- 
mates as  to  the  price  and  cost  levels  at  v/hich  ladwestern  hog-dairy  farmers  vd.ll 
begin  to  feel  a  pinch  —  and  what  such  a  pinch,  vdll  do  to  them.     In  addition  to 
the  protection  of  price  supports,  he  discusses  other  v.'ays  such  as  variable  pay- 
ment and  prepayment  loan  programs  to  meet  price  drops. 

The  United  States  has  about  80  million  acres  of  undeveloped  farm  land — land 
potentially  as  good  as  land  now  being  farmed.    As  implied  by  the  title  of  the 
article,  "Costly  Development  Is  Needed  for  Most  Potential  Farm  Land,"  much  of 
this  land .whether  in  existing  farms  or  in  large  undeveloped  areas. ...  requires 
macliinery,  or  irrigation,  or  flood  control  to  put  it  in  shape,    A  large  part  of 
the  1  to  1  1/2  million  acres  of  new  cropland  being  developed  each  3^ear  is  merely 
replacing  land  lost  to  roads,  airports,  other  non-farm  uses,  and  erosion. 

Prices  for  various  grain  crops  dropped  below  the  Government  loan  rates  at 
harvest  time  in  *48, ,.  .partly  becaiTse  of  the  big  crops,  of  course.     But  M.Clough 
mentions  3  other  factors:    a)  inadequate  storage,  b)  quality  below  the  standards 
set  in  the  loan  program,  and  c)  sales  by  small  producers  v:ho  do  not  participate 
in  the  loan  programs 

An  Agricultural  Geography  of  Europe  and  the  Near  East  (about  l/s  text  and 
the  rest  mapT)  is  described  in  the  January  issue  of  "Foreign  Agriculture," 


FAQ's  program  of  work  is  covered  in  another  article,  "FAO  Conference  — 

a  Report  of  Progress,"     Included  is  expansion  of  the  rinderpest  campaign,  es- 
pecially in  Africa  and  Asia,,,, and  continuation  of  work  on  foot-and-mouth.  In- 
ternational conferences  are  scheduled  on  locust  control,  rice,  forestry,  and  nu- 
trition.    Increased  emphasis  also  will  be  given  to  farm  co-ops. 

Reporting  on  "ITestern  Europe^  s  Blueprint  for  Agriculture,"  Nate  Koenig., 
Executive  Assistant  to  the  Secretary,  says  on  his  last  trip  abroad  he  found  food 
conditions  much  improved.     But  he  is  distxtrbed  by  a  recurring  trend  tov/ard  natio: 
alistic  self-sufficiency  in  various  countries.     For  example,  England  is  aiming 
to  boost  food  and  feed  production  50%  above  prev/ar  by  1951-52, .and  20%  above 
the  v/ar-time  peak.     Reason  is  to  cut  imports  and  save  scarce  dollars  and  other 
foreign  exchange  for  products  they  cannot  produce  themselves,     Nate  also  dis- 
cusses the  food  situation  country  by  country, ,including  France  where  he  says 
part  of  the  unrest  is  due  to  the  fact  that  3/4  of  the  average  worker's  income 
goes  into  food, 

A  big  project  is  under  v/ay  for  "Compost  Development  in  India"  —  which  is 
expected  to  result  in  an  extra  10  mi iTi on'^t'on's"  of^foo'ds'tuTf s""-"^  more  than  enough 
to  meet  the  existing  deficiency. 

Southern  Agricultural  !7orkcrs  to  Meet 

The  Southern  Agricultural  Workers  vdll  meet  at  Baton  Rouge,  La,,  Jan,  31- 
Feb,  2  inclusive. 
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Starting  W  the  "Easy"  my  —  by  Dana  Reynolds   

If  you  facG  the  dilemma  of  some  RFDs  of  having  to  keep  a  24-hour-a-day  Alfi 
farm  programming  job  going,  and  somchovf 'begin  to  edge  over  into  TV,  you  might 
like  to  compare  notes  on  some  simploo , o •and  perhaps  obvious, .v/ays  to  bore  in 
on  TV.  without  undue  time  and  vrork. 

What  to  Televise?         N  ■ 

Assuming  your  station  wants  you,,,, or  you  vrant  your  station, to  do  farm 
and  home  programming  vrith  maximum  general  audience  appeal,  the  usual  sources  of 
agricultural  information,  of  course,  offer  a  vrealth  of  material  interesting  to  a 
substantial  plurality  of  televievj-ing  families. 

Take,  for  example,  tips  about  cats,  dogs,  other  pets,,,, home  gardens,  flow- 
'•^-s,  lavms, .household  insects.     Or  hour:    plans,  repairs,  paints  and  painting, 
use  of  electricity,  and  electrica.1  equipment.    As  liaison  v/ith  the  v:omen*s  pro- 
gram people,  you  might  steer  their  way  pertinent-  Land  Grant  College  and  USDA 
information  on  clothes  making,  recipes  and  food  buying,  canning;,  household  equip 
ment,    irnother  you  merely  v.^tch  the  ivomen  folks  execute  your  ideas,  or  actually 
share  the  camera  on  the  farm  end  of  a  consum.er  story,  you  get  valuable  TV  exper- 
ience. 

Then,  of  course,  a  Tn.de  variety  of  other  information,, ,-,1'n.th  a  little  adapt 
ing, .interests  the  general  audience:     food  supplies  and  price  trends,  soil  and 
forest  conservation,  policy  aspects  of  price  supports  or  vrh^-^at  and  other  com- 
modity agreements,     Hot  to  mention  demonstrations  such  as  the  4'"'  sheep  shearing 
on  JIational  Farm.'  and  Home  Hour  TV«     Even  that  piece  on  "Radio  Shows  with  Rural- 
Urban  Appeals"  vre  sr -it  you  sometime  back  may  provoke  a  thought  or  so. 

All  of  vdiich  is  a  bit  kindergarteni sh  to  an  RFD,  of  course,  but  vre  have  had 
some  queries  for  that  type  of  suggestion, 
\  .    -  ■  ^ 

■yVhere  to  Bore  In 


Beyond  one-time  specials  such  as  the  CBS  Tha.nksgiving  Documentary,  or  the 
ABC  Turkey  Dirtier,  or  livestock  shov;-  pick-ups,  farm  directors  are  finding  a 
variety  of  inform.al  entrees  into  general- TV  programming. 

One  obvious  way  to  have  a  self-educating  fling  in  TV  v-dthout  being  tied 
down  prematurely  to  a  ball-and'<-chain  routine  is  through  the  guest  appearance. 
The  type  of  thing  done  at  the  4-H  Club  Congress  in  Chicago  when  club  youngsters 
were  escorted  up, to  meet  puppet  "Little  Bordy"  'at  ?[GK,     Or,  a  90-second  visit 
with  a  station  newscaster  mth  some  interesting  netvs  or  feature  (with  or  i:j-thout 
visuo.ls)  from  the  agricultural  realm.     Also,  guest  appearances  with  the  women's 
director  as  m.entioned  earlier. 

Local  TV  newsreel  may  be  receptive  to  meritoi  i ->-^c       ^tr.gn  of  an  RFD'^  ovm 
shooting,  or  to  leads  on  farm  subjects  the  newsrvi'^l  boys  might  cover. 

Some  Shows  on  Your  Own 


Or,  consider  simple  types  of  shov/s,, one  .-time  or'  regular 
might  do  on  your  ovm.. 


series, ,,,you 


starting  TV  the  "Easy"  Way  (Cont'd) 


As  of  yostorday  (which' is  tho- only  safe  way  to  discuss- what '  s  what  in  TV), 
discussion  shows  seom  to  hayo  made .  a  pretty  successful- transition  to.  telecasts. 
The  experience '  of  seeing,  as  well  o.s  hearing,  tho  long-farailiar  "name"  in  the 
verbal  tilt, .together  with  ohserTation  -of.  reinforcing  -gesticulations,  and 
facial  "agressions"  and  recoils, i»adds.  to  the  appeal  of  straight  audio  rec'ep- 
tion.    Verbal  eye -gouging,  scratching  ojid  body  slams  also  figure  in  the.'  tele- 
viev/ing  appeal  of  discussion^..  A  small,  ,sj:,art  has  been  made  tov/ard  spicing  up., 
some  of  .these-  discussions,  mth  movie  sequences,  or  other' visuals,  -such,  as  still 
pictures  and  graphs.  .  - 

Video,  however,  seems  to  have  no  more  prospect,  of  success  than  radio  has 
had  in  its  20-ycar  effort  to  piake  good  oyster  soup  vathout  oysters..  Addition 
of  sight  alone  ?dll  not  take  the  place  of  hard,   solid  thinking  to  bring  out  the 
news  and  feature  values  in  the  content  of  discussion  shows.    With  such  attention 
a  discussion  show  may  begin  to  take  on  some  of  the   same  appeal  of  a  com.parable 
piece  in  the  Saturday  Evening  Post,  Readers*  Digest,. -or  Time, 

Short  of  a  lot  of  digging  and  log  work,  one  v\.'ay  to  get  fresh  informational 
value  into  a  TV  discussion  is  to  time  it  1:o  coincide  v.dth  the  issuance  of  im- - 
por.tant  news  releases  and  repp^'ts  on  research,  economics;  ojid  other  developments 

Among  .the  interesting  discussion  type  formats  on  TV  arc  2  rather  direct 
■carry-overs  from  AM  —  "Meet  the  Press,"  and  "Author  Meets  the  -Gritics,"  With 
the  former,  you  merely  put  someone  currently  in  tho  agricultural  nev/s  on  the 
griddle,  v-rith  news  and  radio-TV  men  firing '  quo  stions,  a  la  press  conference  style 

Perhaps  the  adaptation  of  "Author  Meets  the  Critics"  to  agricultural  TV  is 
a  little  less  obvious.     But  certain  agricultural  books,  bulletins,  reports  — 
even  unpublished  points  of  view  —  offer,  the  taJce-off  point  for  such  a  discussior 
The  cast  includes  the  author  of  the  book  pr 'v.-hatnot , , ,  ,a  critic  who  says  "he^s 
right" .another  who  says,  "he's  m-ong" , . , .and  the  moderator,  v/ho  may  be  you, 
Needless  to  say,  the  cast  is  carefully  selected  for  articulatencss  o.nd  telegenic 
qualitie  S-,  ■  .  , 

Possible  topiC'S  include  food  prices,  -price  supports,  .  wheat  , agreement,  con- 
^servation  prograra,  or  agricultural  matters  of  broad  significance  locally. —  that 
typo  of  thing,     ^    .,  ■  ^  •     .    ■  .         ■    •        -  ■         "  ■ 

Some  Props  anf^  Supports  .     :  ■■•    ;  :  ,' 

Aside  from  baby  pigs,  ears  of  corn,  or  other  .rather simple  in-the-f lesh 
illustrative  mD-terials,  the  question  is  what  -visuals  one  might  line  up  without 
as  much  perspiration  as  some  RFDs  have  experienced, 

A  m.ovic  —  silent,  or  sound  with  the  sound  eliminated  —  -is  one  gQod.bet 
either  as  a  short  sequence,  or  ^as..the  nucleus  for  the  entire,  show.    With  the 
movie  as  a  prop  (very  literally  speaking),  one  can.  take  ,q,g  .much,  of  an  audience 
bow  with  his  guests  as  ho  v:ants  to. ...and  then  come  up  behind  the  movie  mth 'com 
mentary.     This  type  of  thing:-   "George,  v.re  don't  have  any  erosion  like  that' 
around  here,  do  we?"     "Sure  v/e.  do,     Bovm  Crooked  Creek  way,-  15  miiles  out  of 
town", ,, ."Say  isn^t  that  pretty  strip  cropping,"     "Yes,  looks  like  alfalfa  be- 
tv/een  the  corn,"-  Etc.  ■  ,        ■      ■  , 


i  ■ 
starting  T7  tlio  "Easy"  V.ay  (Cont'd) 

Such  a  shov/  helps  one  break  the  ice  TV-v.dsc  vrith  minimum  work,  and  got  ac- 
quainted v.dth  TV  movie  rcquiromont s.  and  operations. 

Casting  about  for  other  visual  reinforcements  —  easy  to  line  up  and  use  — 
Yic^vo  successfully  used  still  pictures.  Good  stills  chosen  rath  the  .same  eye  to 
pictorial,  ncrfs,  and  feature  value  as  exercised -by  a  good  magazine  or  neiTspapor 

half  mats  ivith  adequate  contrast!, , ,  .arc  a  far  cry  from,  some  of  the  dark, 
lifeless,  and  often  pointless  gleanings  of  picture  files  that  helped  create  doubfc 
about  stills. 

More  than  that,  on  TV,  you  can  magnify  the  value  of  the  best  of  stills  in 
one  v/ay  or  anoth.ir.     Through  m.otion,  -for  example.    Any  picture  substantially 
larger  than  the  nominal  9x12  offers  an  opportunity  for  the  camera  to  wander.  An 
that  movement  catches  the  eye  —  grabs  for  the  viewer* s  attention  —  about  liko 
the  string  tro.ilod  across  the  carpet  before  the  cat.     The  eye  also  rivets  in- 
quisiti^^ely  on  the  forv/ard  edge  of  the  mioving  field  to  sec  what^s  coming  up  next 
Tlorking  with  enlargom.ent s  — •  whether  photos  or  dravdngs  of  one  kind  or  another  - 
the  cameraman  can  start  Y/ith  his  telescopic  lens  at  one  side  of  the  picture  (say 
a  farm  scene), pan  slov.'ly  across,  say,  the  strip  crops  and  terrace  on  the  farm,,, 
dolly  in  and  back  out  again  at  a  grass  Y:atcr^/ray, , , ,m-oandor  on  up  to  the  bam  and 
other  points  on  the  farm.     Always  motion, ,,  .panning,  ■vvith  the  co.meras  m.oving  in 
and  out,,,,Ydth  you  and  perhaps  a  giicst  doing  suspense ful  coram.entary  along  the 
Y/ay,    With  one  or  more  enlargements  or'draYdngs,  there  are  vast  possibilities  in 
that 'type  of  thing.     Or,  in  lieu  of,  .ogor  in  addition  to,,,, the  miotion,  you  can 
seduce  your  vdevrcr  into  subjccti-c  interest  in  your  still  by  challenging  his 
knovfledgo,  or  his  "guo sstimo.tor, " 

"So  you  don't  think  we  have  much  soil  washing  around  here.    Well,  hero's  a 
picture  taken  Y^d thin  10  miles  of  toY.ni,     Do  you  ImoY/  Y/hcre  it  is?"    Or,  "Do  you 
knoY;-  what  breed  of  hog  this  is?"     Or,  "Hoy;  much  do  you  think  this  steer  Yrcighs?" 
Rather  crude  examples,  but  they  give  the  general  idea. 

Feeling  a  li-|;tlc  bolder,  you  m.ay  give  a  faltering  thought  to  cartoons, 
graphs,  etc.,  done  before  the  camera.     But  you  can't  drawi    Well,  even  some  of 
the  most  professional,  facile-finger  "draYrcrs"  rnd  skctchers  on  TV"  today  are 
faintly  outlining  their  sketches  in  light  black  or  rod  pencil  be"*^ore  show  tim.e, 
and  tracing  them,  as  spontaneou.sl y  as  can  bo  before  the  camera.     For  example, 
Louis  Allen  the  local  Weatherm-an  v<ro  Y.T^ote  up  recently,     Louds  traces  the  lines 
to  avoid  any  mis-steps,  and  crudities,  that  Y/ould  slovr  doYm  his  fast-moving  show 
—  a  show  that  keeps  even  the  2-  and.  3-yoar  olds  follov/ing  the  night-to-night 
Fiovomcnt  of  fronts,  air  masses,  temperature  lines.     You,  or  a  ghost  artist,  can 
do  the  advance  "blue-printing"  of  your  sketches,  charts,  or  whatnot. 

The  foregoing,  perhaps,' does  not  represent  super-inspirati on, , , , or  the  ulti 
mo.te,,.,in  TV  showmiCinship,     But  these  approaches  do  offer  an  acceptable  Y/ay  to 
feel  ones  Y.^ay  around  ih  Y'-arious  phases  of  TV,,,, to  see  what  course  he  eventually 
Yirants  to  take  in  T^/,,»«to  get  acquainted  Ydth  TV  people  on  the  station.  All, 
without  a  lot  of  elaborate  planning  and  execution  that  has  left  some  RFDs  o.nd 
agricultural  agency  people  a  bit  Y.dndod  and-  uncertain  after  their  initial  brushe 
vdth  this  new  medium.     Developing  informal  guest-appearance  and  other  relation- 
ships Ydth  other  members  of  the  station  staff  also  points  in  the  di,rGction  of  a 
goal  of  m.any  RFDs;  namely,  an  over-all  agricultural  advisory  role  on  alL  station 
programming,  • 
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AMONG  ^U^SELVE^S 

"RED  America"  Back  on  Air 

"RED  America"  returns  to  the  air  tomorrovr  fjan,  8)  on  the  NBC  Netv/ork,  at 
1:30  p.m.     The  first  of  the  four  January  broadcasts  mil  ho  a  competition  among 
4  Farm  Bureau  members, .v.^iich  v.dll  lead  up  to  detGrninati on  of  the  "Farm  Cham- 
pion of  the  Year," 

MRFD  Convention  Report 

KARFD  is  out  v/ith  a  14:-page  issue  of  its  "RED  Letter" c .highlighting  de- 
velopments at  the  recent  RFD  Convention  in  Chicago, 

Sidelights  on, European  Food 


Two  personal  letters  to  members  of  our  office  shed  further  light  on  condi- 
tions among  folks  on  the  "other  side"  in  this  fourth  year  after  the  war, 

,    From  a  lady  in  England  who  lives  v.dth  her  sister: 

"Yfe  have  had  a  difficult  year,  and  no  summer  at  all  to  speak  of  to  help  us 
along.     Food,  particularly  moatj  is  as  difficult  as  ever,     Svroet  rations  Jiave 
been  dovvn  to  3  ounces  a  week,  cheese  is  a  small  piece  about  3  inches  square,  and 
1  inch  deep  for  the  2  of  us  for  a  v.'eek,  and  bacon  is  1  rasher  (a  slice)  for  a 
fortnight J     I  find  I'm  eating  less  and  less.     Perhaps  I  don't  need  morOo 

"Anyhow,  if  you  can  afford  a  meal  out  every  day,  or  if  3^ou  are  4  or  even  3 
in  family,  things  are  much  easier.     Folks,  particularly  the  v/omen  folk,  begin  to 
look  very  vrashed  out, 

"I  hope  the  nation  mil  pull  through  some  cay  to  clearer  skies," 

|vliss  Cora  Oooke ,  Extension  Poultry  Specialist  in  Minnesota,  reports  on  the 
"hospitality  of  the  Scandinavians  to  folks  who  Trent  over  for  the  World  Poultry 
Congress  in  Copenhagen,    "But  food  v/asn't  too  plentiful,  especially  in  ITorway. 
Little  meat,  no  fruit,  few  vegetables.     But  remarkably  good  at  that,  especially 
fish  ivhich  was  always  to  be  had," 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M,  Gap en 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 


End  0  sure  s  : 


Television  Script-"Thanksgiving  Provicvr 
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From  the: 

U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION  Januai-y  14,  1949 

Meat  Situation 

It  nov:  looks  as  if  meat  production  v.dll  decline .  mod  ci'atoly  in  early  »49c,.o 

to  a  point  bolow  the  sane  months  last  ycar^  But  total  production  for  the  year 
nay  about  equal  *48, 

As  to  prices,  3AE  economists  say  in  the  Live  stock,  .and.  Meat  Situa.tion  (Janol4' 
the  falling  off  in  prices  this  past  fall  v/as  greater  than  could  be  accounted  for 


entirely  by  increased  suppli; 


They  say  the  crop  ri).y  be  an  indication  of  some 


liveakening  in  the  demand  for  meat  from  the  high  level  rco.ched  last  summer , 

The  economists  think  prices  of  meats  and  meat  anirials  may  strengthen  some 
in  the  D-onths  immediately  ahead. 


Feed  Situation 

BAE's  latest  Food  Situation  (jan,  15)  further  bears  out  the  idea  of  a  good 
feeding  year  for  livestock  producers* 

About  one-fourth  more  feed  concentrates  v.dll  be  available  this  year  than  in 
'47-48,     This  vdll  add  up  to  about  %%  more  f  jed  per  animal  unit  than  the  previ- 
ous record  of  H6"47o 

Prices  are  much  mor c  '  favorable  for  feeding  this  v^rinter  than  last^,  and  arc 
expected  to  continue  sOt,o«oat  least  through  the  first  half  of  '■.":9, 

"Some  further  increases  in  com  prices  appear  probable  this  vinter  and  spring. 


Ask  for  Increased  T>dlk  Production 

Tfith  fev.-er  cov/s  than  at  any  time  since   •30_7  dairymen  v/ill  have  to  get  ra.orc 
milk  per  cov/  to  meet  the   '49  milk  goal  of  120  billion  pounds, 

USDA  dairy  specialists  think  dairymen  can  rather  readily  step  up  production 
through  better  feeding.     They  recommend,  in  particular,  feeding  more  grain.  In 
fact,  they  say  less  than  a  half  pound  of  extra  grain  a  cov;  a  day  vvould  provide 
the  150  pounds  of  milk  requirodo 

The  specialists  also  recommend  better  forage.     Sec  the  Jan,  13  press  re- 
lease on  m.ilk  goals,  cjid  also  the  forage  publications  mentioned  on  p,  5  of  this 
Letter, 
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FM  ITotGs 

The  Conmerce  Dcpartmont  announced  this  "tcgIc  appro^T-a.!  of  a  requested  program 
for  steel  manuf acturers  voluntarily  to  make  available  8400  tons  of  steel  a  month 
to  make  farm-type  storage  "binso     This  monthly  amount  v/ould  be  ava.ilable  for  6- 
month  period^  beginning  in  March,     It  is  expected  thJ.s  metal  ivould  provide  farm- 
type  storage  bins  mth  100-million-bushel  capacity, 

Florida  orange  prices  increased  about  ^1  a  box  in  wake  of  the  California 
freeze.     Damage  from  the  freeze  is  believed  to  be  greater  than  at  first  estimatedg 

Last  vrcek,  a  second  hearing  vro-s  held  on  the   sorcalled  Harwood  caEe,,aCon- 
cerning  exemption  of  agricultural  eominodities  from  Federal  m.otor  carrier  regula- 
tionsc     The  carriers  are  expected  to  petition  for  another  hearing  lator^  prob- 
ably in  the  F.io  Grande  Valleye 

A  conference  of  USLA  representatives  and  marketing  agreem.ent  m.anagors  on 
ways  to  improve  fruit  and  vegetable  marketing  agreements  scheduled  here  for 
Jan.  31  "Feb „  1  and  2,  '  " 

Housing  Meetings  Scheduled 


In  his  Economic  Report  to  Congress^  the  Fi'esicent  so.id  the  Government  is 
now  engaged  in  a  campaign  to  induce  all  segments  of  the  building  industry  to 
concentrate  on  production  of  lower-priced  housingo     As  part  of  this  plan,  the 
ITational  Housing  Adm.ini  strati  on  will  sponsor  meetings  in  65  major  cities  early 
in  Februarye .  c  eto  be  follov;cd  by  200  in  smaller  citiesc     USDA-EXT  activities  in 
lo".7-cost  housing  v;-ill  be  m.entioned  in  USDA  literature  distributed  at  the  meeting. 

You  may  want  to  talk  with  your  State  Extension  folks  about  housing  stories 
to  coincide  mth  these  m.eotingSe 

Farm  YJ"age  Rates  Up 

T.'age  rates  to  farr^  hired  hands  have  continued  their  upv'.rard  swing. eWith 
the  average  Jan^  1  about  3%  higher  than  a  year  ago^. 

In  "Fan-.:  Labor"  (jan^  13),  BAE  says  rates  on  Jan.  1  averaged  60p'  an  hour. 
This  was  2/  an  hour  higher  than  a  year  ago,  and  2^  below  Oct,  1, 

"iThite  wage  rates  are  still  increasing  as  of  the  first  of  this  jccr ,  the  rate 
of  increase  this  year  is  less  than  in  the  past  fevr  years.     It  appears  likely 
that  lower  prices  to  farmers,  and  prospective  lower  net  incomes,  are  tending  to 
lirdt  increases  in  fai-m  vrage  ratcso 

Progress  Against  Feet- and -Mouth 

Bit  by  bit;  the  vise  is  tightening  on  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  Mexico*"  ' 
This  afternoon,  USDA  announced  the  fifth  move  tov/ard  narrowing  the  quarantine  '  _ 
zone  in  the  last  few  months  —  this  time  on  the  southern    border.     The  latest 
change  frees  4,900  square  m.ilesj, 
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Braniian  Discusses  Mechanization 


At  Denver  tl.is  week.  Secretary  Braniian  discussed  the  rapid  increase  in  the 
number  of  sugar  beet  harvesters.     But  he  stressed  the  need  for  a  satisfactory 
harvester  that  farmers  can  afford  to  buy  and  operate  vrhich  in.  11  save  all  of  the 
beet  tops  for  livestock  feedo     He  said  further  that  farmers  ViTon^t  get  full  bene- 
fits from  the  harvesters  until  other  types  of  preharvest  equipment  is  perfected  — 
precision  planters,  choirical  weed  controls,  and  mechanical  blockers  and  thinners. 

As  in  other  recent  talks^  the  Secretary  emphasized  the  importance  of  making 
it  practical  for  small  grov.^rs  to  huy  and  use  m-achine r^^, « 6  -  including  custom  v/ork 
and  joint  oivnershipc 

Discussing  the  problem.s  coming  mth  mechanization,  Mr,  Brannan  said  thatr 
"On  a  fully  mech3.nized  farm  it  will  be  much  more  difficult  to  take  up  a  notch  or 
tv-ro  in  the  best  of  expenses  should  hard  times  come  around  the  corner^     That  is 
one  reason  why  we  need        at  the  earliest  possible  m.oment  -~  to  work  out  a  long- 
ra.nge  program  v'hich  v/ill  pro'^/ido  abundance  and  security^ o  (including)  a  realis- 
tic program  of  farm- price  supports^" 

Early  D  Bonds  Maturing 

You  might  remind  your  farm  listeners  they  had  bettor  take  a  look  at  those 
D  Bonds  they  bought  in  1939,     Treasur^^  Department  says  the  earliest  of  them  m.a- 
ture  this  months    ?[hen  their  lO-year  term,  is  up,  the  D  Bonds  stop  draining  inter- 
est,:,    The  Treasury  also  ejin ounces  that  the  individual  holder  may  trade  the  entire 
proceeds  from  the  D  Bonds  into  E  Bonds,  exempt  from  the  usual  OlO^, 000-a-year 
(maturity  value)  limdta 

To  maintain  continuity  of  investment,  the  exchano:e  of  D  Bonds  for  E  Bonds 
must  be  m.aGe  in  the  calendar  m.onth  in  which  the  D  Bonds  m-ature,     D  Bonds  mil 
m.ature  in  1949,  1950  and  1951,     Tell  farmers  to  see  their  bankcrso 

More  Bureau  Ar^nual  DeT:orts 


In  addition  to  the  Bureau  arjiual  reports  listed  last  woek^  we  now  have  re- 
ports on  the  PlC  search  and  Marketing  Act  a,.,, Agricultural  and  Industrial  Chemistry 
o , s  w  and  Entomology^ 

Economic  Outlook 


Noting  the  decline  in  prices  of  farm  products  and  foods  that  has  continued 
since  last  surjncr,  BAE  economists  sc.y  they  look  for  a  season  strengthening  the 
next  month  or  two. 

Recent  price  mo vem.ents  and  a  slomng  down  in  retail  sales  indicate  a  change 
fromx  the  inflationary  situation  earlier  this  y^c-.r^     But  the  economists  point  out 
in  the  "Demand  and  Price  Situation"   ( Jan.  12)  that  the  total  economic  situation 
continues  to  shov;  underlying  strength. 
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AMONG 


OITRSELVES 


Drips  end  Sc cunan  Drop  By 


The  first  p?.rt  of  tho  AgriculturD.l  Direc"^or  Bill  Drips  of  IJBCa , «,  aCJid 

Jerry  Seaman  v;-ho  represents  the  sponsor  of  National  Fann.  and  Hone  Hours » o »droppcc 
by  to  talk  about  plans  for  future  F(?:rIH  showsr.  "'.'Thilo  hero,  th.oy  inot  V/ith  USDA  in- 
formation people,  B ,  cC.nd  gffercd  some  very  pertinent  observations  about  both  AIiI 


and  TV. 


S 


cionce  TV  Show  Shifts  Ti 


imc 


'"'The  Nature  of  Things"  by  Roy  Marshall        the  liBC-TV  netv/ork  show  we  v/rotc 
up  in  our  RFD  Letter  Nov,  19  v-  is  shifting  next;  v.'eok  to  Thurs?  19-10-:15  pom.ESTc 

Puerto  Rico ' s  Farm  Radio 


Puerto  Rico's  v-ell-devol oped  system  of  agrleultural  radio  is  sketched  in  an 
article  by  Joe  Tonkin  in  the  Januar;^  issue  of  "Foreign  Agriculture After  a  day 
in  the  cane,  coffee,  pineapple,  and  tobacco ' field s,  the  Puerto  Ricans  drop  by 'the 
crossroads  stores  to  listen  to  the  radioo ,  c  aincluding  Puerto  Rico^sfarm  shovj'. 
The  Puerto  Rican  farm  shov:  drav:s  f7!.n  mail  from  all  over  the  Caribbean  arcao 

Holiday  Greetings  Appreciated 

I'd  like  to  express  iry  o^Tn  appreciation,  a.nd  tho.t  of  all  the  rest  of  the  of- 
fice =,  for  the  many  holiday  greeting  cards  ^ve  received  thJ.s  year  from  RFD's  all 
over  the  country.     It  vras  sv:cll  to  hear  from,  you.     One  from  John  McDonald  in  his 
"hillbilly  studio"  v^'-as  torrifico 

About  Next  TJeok  .     .       '      .  . 


With  the  President's  inauguration  cor.ing  up  next  vreckj,  GovemrriCnt  offices 
in  TJashington  probably  "vvill  be  closed  Thursday  and  Frida;,'-,     So  it'll  be  a  short 
"iveck  on  our  part  cf  the  RFD  front  next  v/eek. 

So  Long  for  3  Yvecks 


This  afternoon,  I'm.  leaving  for  a  3-";^eek  trip  southrrardo .  .  In  Texas^  I'll  be 
riding  the  circuit  vath  Texas  Ac:H  RFD  /jidy  Adam,  in  a  series  of  radio  training 
schools,  and  a  couple  of  TV  huddle Sc     I'll  be  seeing  some  RFD  brethrGn  along  the 
v/ay.     On  the  vray  back^  1^11  drop  b;/  the  Southern  Agricultural  Vfo'rkcrs-  Associa- 
tion meeting  at  Baton  Rouge,  Jan^  31-Fcbj  2,     I  exp^^ct  to  bo  in  the  office  Febe5o 


Cordial ly. 


Ass't  Director  of  Information, 
■    for  Radio  and  Video 


7,  1S.»^ 


From  the: 

U .  S .  D  E  PA  RTM  f  N  T,  0 F  A  G  R  i  C  t/LT URE 
OFFICE  OF  rNFORMATION  .  . 
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RADIO  SERVICE 


Discus si^ons  arc  going  on  hero  novr  in  proparcition  for  the  International 
T/hcat  Oonfcronco  to  open  in  7Tasliinr:ton  Jo.n.  26  to  negotiate  an  international 
wheat  agreement. 

Secretary  Brannan  points  out  that  "the  success  of,. those,  negotiati.on.s  vrill 
have  a  great  influence  in  our  iThcat  industry,  and  indirectly,  on  our  entire  do- 
mestic economy,"    Although  some  reduction  in  vrhcat  acreage  is  called  for  in  the 
interest  of  good  conservation,  USDA  position  is  that  wheat  farmers  need"  to  have 
a  sizeable  and  dependahle  foreign  market  in  the  yea.rs  ahead, ^ 

Meanwhile,  a  vforking  party  of  the  FAO  Council  is  proceeding  vjith  a  study 
of  international  agreements  for  sugar,  coarse  grains,  rice,  cotton,. . edible  fat s 
and  oils,  and  linseed  oil,  wool,  dairy  products,  and  other  products. 

It  appears  that  Argentina,  mil  participate  in  the  corxference  this  time; 
she  did  not  take  part  in  the  previous  conference. 


Analysis-  of  Potato  Situation 


One  of  the  ironies  of  the  present  potato  problem  is  that  ^48  .harvested 
acreage  was  the  smallest  in  half  a  century,  .  But  increased  yields  per  acre  dur- 
ing recent  years  have  more  than  offset  the  reduction  in  acreage.    And  demand 
has  failed  to  keep  up  with  increased  production, 

BAE  economists  give  a  comprehensive  picture  of  the  factor s' undo^ying  the 
potato  situation  in  the  "1'fe.rkoting  and  Transportation  Situation','  (jan,  19), 

The  economists  say  that- improving  the  quality  of  potatoes  appears  to  be  a 
promising  vra.y  to  enlarge  the  am.ount  consumers  mil  buy,     A  majority  of  consum- 
ers interviewed  indica-ted  they  thought  quality  and  size  more  important  than 
price,  '         '  ■•:  •■ 


Committee  Pushes  Garden  Program    .  .....   

The  Committee ■ on- Fruit  and  Vegetable  Gardens  which  met  here  last  v/cek  rc- 
coiTimcnded  a  long-time  program  of  urban  and  -suburban  and  rural  home  ■  gardening. 
To  help  encourage  city  gardening  and  home  improvement,  it  urged  cities  to  sup- 
port, Y/holly  or  in  large  part,  the  services  of  urban  extension  agents  trained 
in  horticulture. 
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Certified  Seed  Potato  Output  Up 

Last  Yrcok,  you  received  a  report  from  BAE  on  the  large  supply  of  certified 
seed  potatoes  available  for  spring  planting  —  about  48,6  million  bushels,  or 
enough  to  plant  m.ost  of  the  U.S.  potato  acrca.'^e. 

You  noted  that  most  of  the  increase  was  in  Katahdin,     Our  potato  breeders 
say  Ifetahdin  is  more  vridoly  adapted  than  any  other  commonly- grovrn  variety. 
But  it's  not  recommended  vrhere  you  want  a  very  early  variety, ,Among  the 
newer  varieties  coming  up  fastest  are:     Ontario  which  is  one  of  the  best  of 
the  late  varieties  resi  stcjit '  to  scab,., Essex  which  is  a  high  yieldoi*  highly  - 
resistant  to  b li ght , o  , , Pont i ao ,  a  high  yielder, , , .  Pav.Tieo  whi  ch  has  good  market 
quality  ejnd  yields  pretty  v/ell,  but  is  very  s^;.sceptible  to  scab,,,, La  Salle 
which  is  quite  early,  and  is  adapted  to  some  localitie s, , , ,and  Teton,  a  high 
yielder  v;hich  is  very  resistant  to  ring  rot. 

For  further  information  about  locally-adapted  ncvv  varieties,  you  moy  r.^nt 
to  check  vdth  the  folks  at  the  Lcjnd  Grant  College, 

Crop  Insurance  Report 

As  we  told  you  in  a  recent  R?D  Letter,  crop  insurance  operated  at  a  profit 

in  H8  for  the "second  consecutive  year.     The  enclosed  report  tells  the  story- 
in  m.ore  detail,     Note  p,  7, 

From.  Department  Eclco.sc-s                           _             ■                                ,  • 

Mailed  to  you  direct  this  week  vras  a  release  reporting  a  BAE  study  on 
"Farm-to-Retail  Llargins  for  .7hitc  Flour  and  '.'riiite  Bread,"     The  study  also  re- 
vicvra  recent  trends  in  operating  profits  of  milling  cjid  baking  com.panies  and 
retail  food  chains,  and  hourly  earnings  of  employees,  as  vrell  as  breo.d  prices 
•  •••♦The  foot-and-mouth  control  program,  in  Mexico  has  brought  to  the  surface 
many  gaps  in  technical  knowledge  about  the  disease  and  its  control,  hence  em- 
phasizing the  importance  of  the  long-range  research  program, ,,, ,Foods  in  plen- 
tiful  supply  for  most  of  the  country  in  February/'  include  2  r c c ommend e d  for 
spc.cia.1  stress:     eggs,  and  cheese,  ^ 


National  4-H  Club  TTcek  Mar,  5-15 

Just  to  remind  you  that  National  4-H  Club  '.'Jeek  is  scheduled  for  Mar.  5-13, 
Theme  this  year  is  "Better  living  for  a  better  world." 

You  may  want  to  lino  up  some-  stories  on  local  4-H  achi evemxent s,  and  some- 
til  ng  about  4-H  club  work  generally. 

Corn  Borer  Marches  On 

During" '48,  the  European  corn  borer  marched  on, ,, .extending  to  116  ncvr 
count ie s, ,. ,and  entering  1  novy  State  (Louisiana)  and  now  infests  nearly  every 
.corn  field  from.  New  Eng,land  to  the  -  Dakotas  and  Virginia  to  Canada, 


YflRGB  Steps  Up  Farm  Telecasting 


Veteran  among  the  farm  and  home  '  TV  "broadcasters  is  ViTRGB  which. .under  Bob 
Child  and  more  recently  Bill  Givons,, ,  »has  been  doing  regular  farm,  and  hoiiie 
shovfs  for  3  or  4  years,     T.'e  reviewed  WRGB^s  operations  in  ?.n; article  in  the  RFD 
Letter  about  a  year  ago. 

The  piece  in  our  EJD  Letter  for  Jan.  7  on  "Starting  W  the   »Easy»  ■".■ay" 
prompts  Bill  Givens  to  bring  us  up-to-date  on  their  recent  activities,  and  fu- 
ture plans, 

'       '  ■    Highlights  of  ^43 

Writes  Bill:  '  "     .      •   ■  ■ 

"Last  year,  on  the  bi-monthly  basis,  we  televised  the  first  East  Coast  log- 
ging exposition,    YJe  also  brought  to  our  viewers  through  the  cooperation  of  the 
Uevv"-  York  State  Historical  Association  and  the  Farmers"*  ?SVseum"a"c:o'lorfur  '''His- 
tory of  Lighting display, "     O'cher  shows  included  electric  chicken,  picker,, 
proper  candling  .of  eggs,  , . ,  demxonstrati  ons  depicting  plant  grov/th  from  .earlier 
stages  to  full  maturity, ,,, roundtable  discussion  of  present  day  rural  problems 
•  ..."crime  buster"  series  on  proper  grading  of  produ.ce,,  proper  labeling  of 
eggs, ,  ctc»,  ,  .along  v.dth, -programs  in  the  lighter  vein,  • 

All  tho'se  shows  were  judged  good  progra.ms  for  the  ru.ral-urban  audience. 

Bill  says  the  response  to  those  programs  VvUs  so  gratifying  that  YiTRGB  is 
expanding  its  fo.rm  telecasting. 

Plans  for  *49  .      ^      ■  . 

Effective  Jan,  26,  the  ':TRGB  Farm  Spotlight  vdll  be  pr:sented  from  6:30- 
6:50  P.H,  Y/eekly,     Recent  subscriptions  to  "I'ike^and  Camera"  _  indicate  that 
"14/^  of  our  televiewers  (11,000  TV  sets  in  V.TRGB  area)  arc  located  in  ruial  areas-, 

As  a  hypothetical  examiple  of  how  the  fo.rm.  programs  miay  run  in  a  typical 
month  in  »49,  he  mentions  pruning, ,, ,insulatcd  greenhouse, ,, ,incubati on, , 
water  de-icer  for  dairy,  etc,   "  " 

"During  the  coming  year  we  plan  to  run  program.s  on.  ventilation,  brooding, 
hot  bed  cable,  spraying,  care  of  eggs,  milk  plant  operation,  barn  cleaner,  fast 
milking,  storing  and  packaging,  contour  and  big  power  farm.ing,  and  hay  baling," 

Costs-  >  . 

As  to  costs.  Bill  estimates  air  tim.e,  rehearsal  facilities,  o.nd  operating 
personnel  at  the  station  at  |;50  a  shov-,  - 

Special,  costs  include  slides  at  §1,10  each,  vdth- an  average  of  ■  5,  slides^  a 
program,  totaling  (o5,30. ,  ,  , ,  such  special  properties  as  may  be  rented, ,  ,  ,and' : 
special  talent  (when  called  for)  at  (|;5  to  ■.'112^50,?    During  the  last  6.  months,  10- 
out  of  12  spotlights  vrere  performed  vdth  live  talent  at  an  average  cost    of  no 
m-ore  than  ^5  to  ^^10,     Bill,  incidentally^  serves,  as  narrator,  actor,  or  wha.t- 
have-you;  his  services  arcn^t  figured  in  those  estim.ates. 

Thanks  much.  Bill  —  and  "rRGB  —  for  that  report. 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


The  Atom- and  You 


To  our  desk  have  come  scripts  and  folder-supplements  for  a  series  of  four 
ver^'"  original  25-mihute  radio  dramatisations,  "The  Atom  and  You,"  over  the 
I'iutual  2Tet\TOrk  Sept,  20-Oct,  11»     The  series  included  1)  "Split  the  Atom,"  2) 
"The  Story  of  Atomic  Medicine,"  3)  "Brainhusters, "  sjid  4)  "Adventure  into  To- 
morrow," 

You  may  be  interested  in  this  series  from  the  standpoint  of  the  human  in- 
terest tecliniques  in  treating  a  subject  of  this  kind,  and  in  the  popularized 
information  on  atomic  energy  itself.     Presumably  you  can  ^et  copies  from  I/BS 
in  New  York  City, 

Rural  Radio  Netvrork's  Farm,  Shov/s 

-  Scanning  the  Rural  Radio  Network (N.Y,,  Lass,,  Corjn,),  program  schedule 
for  a  week,  v/e  came  up  v/ith  the  folloY'ing  line-up  of  v/hat  look  to  be  farm  and 
home  features :  ■ ,  . 

Five  mornings  a  week  from  7  to  7; 30  comes  "Breakfast  Table  News, '  Weather, 
Farm  Reports,  and  Markets" .and  from.  10  to  10:15  "Country  Tfomah,"     Then  from 
'12 -to  1  ""orld  News,  Weather  Round-up,  Markets,  Cornell  Farm  Hour,  Enoch  Squires 
the  Circuit  Rider,  and  Farmi  Highlights,"     At  1:15  "Countiy  Home,"    All  of  those 
shows  are  5  days  a  week, 

Sca.ttered  elsewhere  tlirough  the  week*  s  programs  are  features  appearing 
once  or  twice  a  v:eek,  such  as  "Farm"  Famil^i"  "^^^"^1  Church  News,"  and  "Forestry 
Journal, " 

And  for  nighttime,  "Youth  RFD,"  "Grange  Hall  of  the  Air," -and  "Sherburne 
•Farmers'  Night," 

' Phone- Coverage  for- RFD  Shows  (?)  -  ■     •.  ' 

It  always  has  seemed  that  m.ore  extensive  use  of  the   'phone  offered  intri* 
guing  possibilities  for  building  farm  shov/s. 

Suppose  a  story  comes  in  from  the  experiment  station  on  a  nevr  fertilizer 
practice.    You  call  a  few  key  farm.ers,  tell  them  about  it,  and  get  their  reac- 
tion.    Or,  you  may  want  to  check  key  famers'  reactions  to  a  break  or  rise  in 
the  livestock  m.arket.    And  so  on,  and  so  on. 

With  no  attempt  to  suggest  possible  limitations  or  problems  in  adaptation 
to  RFD  use,  we'll  call  to  your  attention  an  article  "PIov;  Phone  Gives  News  to 
Radio,"  by  trro  l^THAS  nevrs  men  in  the  January  issue  of  "The  Quill,"  published  by 
Sigma  telta  Chi,  journalistic  fraternity.     Bud  Johnson- and  Jerry  Gaimnon  cite 
FCC's  permission  granted  in  June-  '48  to  radio  stations  to  broadcast  recordings 
of  telephone  conversations.    And  they  describe  the  set-up  and  operation  of  a 
tape-recorder  in  the 'master- control  room  for  the  sole  purpose  of  recording 
'phono  conversations,  •      ■  "  ' 
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:i^2il£  IE  hi  R  1  (CONT tD) 

USDA  Offc-rs  TV  Codjso 

In  keeping  v/lth  the  tines,  v/c'rc  coopcrcting  v.dth  USDA^s  Graduate  School 
in  setting  up  a  course  on  television  progrcimning  for  the  spring  semester.  This 
is  an  orientation,  or  survey,  course  on  TV  from  the  standpoint  of  informational 
and  educational  activities  of  USDA  and  other  Government  agencies. 

Along  mth  pooling  of  experience  and  information  assembled  by  those  of  us 
in  Radio  Service,  Motion  Pictures,  Exhibits,  and  various  other  USDA  units,,,, 
and  other  Government  agencio  s,  ,  ,  ,v:e  '  re  in"</iting  in  guest  speakers  from  the 
industry. 

The  course  Vvdll  deal  with  various  types  of  programs  adapted  to  Government 
information, " program  analysis  and  audience  research,  motion  pictures  and  other 
visuals,  etc.     More  details  later        for  your  genoro.l  infomation. 

Farm  Institute  at  Des  Moines 

Comes  word  from.  RFD  Herb  Plambeck  of  "l^^mO  in  Des  Moines  of  the  11th  annual 
National  Farm  Institute  in  Des  Moines  Feb,  18-19,     Theme  is  "American  Agricul- 
ture in  World  Affairs,"    A  large  number  of  prom.inont  speakers  are  scheduled, 
including  Secretary  Brcnnan, 

WD  Reports 

Received  in  the  past  fovr  days  are  monthly  reports  of  RFD  broadcasting  ac- 
tivities by  Don  Huckle  of  WGR  in  Buf  falo, . ,  .Bill  Macdonald  of  IIFAB  in  Lincoln,,, 
along  vdth  an  annual  report  of  KLZ  in  Denver,  including  a  report  of  the  KLZ- 
Denver  Post  Soil  Conservation  Contest,  and  other  activities  of  Lowell  ITatts  in 
his  30,000  miles  of  travel.     For  anyone  new  at  the  business,  reports  such  as 
those  and  of  MRFD  Proxy  Pladdcrly  at  KG;Y  in  Portland,  Oreg,,  give  a  good  idea 
of  how  RFD'ing  is  done  by  some  of  the  veteran  practitioners. 

Inauguration  Vfeek  Schedule 

In  connection  vrith  the  President's  inauguration  here  tomorrow,  the  Govern- 
ment Departments  are  closed  Thursday  and  Friday,    As  we  go  to  press,  we  hear' 
word  of  a  voluminous  high  priority  job  in  the  Department's  duplicating  plants 
So  we  don*t  know  whether  this  Letter  Tdll  get  out  tonight,  or 'be  held  over  to 
Monday,     In  any  event,  xve'll  be  seeing  you  next  week  as  usual. 


Enclosures ; 

Rpt,  of  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance 
Corporation  for  1948 


Cordially, 

Dana  D,  Reynolds, " 

Aotg,  Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 


U.T  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


RADIO  SERVICE 


Fcbrur.ry  18,  1949 


"'.Yc  stern  Storm  Round -Up  .    .  .  _ 

This  vfock^s  "wcry  prclininr.r^%  «  ,  »c.nd  linitcd, ,  ,  ,  sur-jcy  of  stock  losses  to 
Fob,  1-in  4  Western  snovrstorn  States  inclicatod  81,000  cattle  and  calvea 
deaths, ,ojid  97,000  sheep  and  lanbs. 

Cattle  and  calf  losses  to  Feb,  1  included:     46^000  in  IJcb.j  16,000,  S,D, 
16,-000,  ITyo.j  and  3,000  Colo,     For  sheep  mid  lanbs,  23,000,  Neb.j  49,000, 
lYyo.;  13,000, " S»D.  ;  2,000,  Colo, 

Further  surveys  of  losses  arc  to  be  made  as  soon  as  the  Bi'iE  representa- 
tives can  get  into  the  affected  areas,    lleamThile,  USDA  officials  point  out 
tha.t  later  surveys  nay  change  the  loss  picture'  considerably,    'Tith  li^'cstock 
vrcakenod,   continuation  of  the  present  encrgcncy  rJ.so  could  greatly  affect 
the  extent  of  losses. 

The  SCS  snovr  surx^cys  (as  of  Feb,  1)  indicate  the  possibilities  of  danag- 
ing  spring  high  vro.tcr  flovr  in  the  KorthiTC st  and  parts  of  the  Rocker  Mountain 
States, .v.dth  possibilities  (if  the  snov  melts  rapidly)  of  flash  floods  in 
such  areas  as  the  DoJ<:otas  and  vre stern  Nebraska, 


Note  the  Market  Nev/s  Questionnaire 


If  you  can  tako  a  fcvr  rdnutes  to  fill  out  the  enclosed  questionnaire  on 
D.arkct  neiTs  terminology,  you^ll  be  helping  yourself  and  your  farm  listeners 
through  your  contribution  to  a  better  market  news  service. 

Just  read  the  brief  description  of  the  market"  situation, ,and  check 
the  tern  in  each  section  that  you  think  cones  closest  to  describing  that  sit 
uation. 

You'll  note  that  enclosed  oJong  vdth  the  questionnaire  is  an  envelope 
for  returning  your  qu c s'i: i o miai r c  to  R.ii\,     The  marketing  people  r.dll  appre- 
ciate this  —  and  so  mil  I, 


European  Food  Ivjeods  Continue  Iligh 

Secretary-  Brc^incji  said  this  week  that  it  looks  to  USDA  experts  at  pro#- 
ent  as  if  ERP  count rios  vdll  need  to  inport  ab -ut  as' m.uch  f-:od  and  feed  in 
*49-50  as  in  the  current  year  to  mintain  about  the  same  diet  level* 


2  - 

lTcv7  in  Briof 

Six  carefully  selected      rrans  (4  nen  end  2  Y.roncn)  arc  here  in  y.'r.shing* 
ton  this  vcck,  on  thoir  imy  to  Land  Grant  Colleges  to  got  training  in  agri- 
cultural and  hone  economics  research.  Extension,  and  teaching,    They»ll  go 
to  Iv&ryland,  IJcvr  Jersey,  P.nnsylvojaia,  and  Hcbraska  for  2  to  4  months .  Their 
training  is  in  line  vdth  Occupation  Force  feeling  that  this  type  of  actii-ity 
is  one  of  the  best  imys  to  bring  about  democratization  of  C-errnany, 

The  Pi;I/\  survey  of  storage  needs  for  agricultural  products  got  under  vrcy 
this  \7cek«     Information  'is  to  be  assembled  by  counties  on  both  public  and 
private  facilities. 

Fats  and  oils  prices  have  improved  slightly  from,  recent  lows,  but  are 
still  close  to  OPA  ceilings,  and  far  bclovr  post-T;ar  bdghs,    T/liilc  Jcii,  1 
stocks  of  soybeans  v/ere  large,  it  is  expected  that  the  October  carry-over  of 
*48  crop  beans  vrill  be  only"  a o out  4  million  bushel s» .rdth  prospects  of  a  • 
*49  acreage  about  the  same  as  last  year;  average  yields  vrould  produce  a-  smal- 
ler crop  than  tliis  year. 

Rest  of  Crop  Goals  Out  ... 

The  last  of  the   »49  production  goals.     »nail  ..u  you  thi  s  .xvcck,  ,  ,  ,bring 

the  total  cropland  goals  to  365,1  rdllion  acres,       c -mpo.rcd  v.dth  the  »48 
acreage  of  370,7  rillion.     That  5§-  million  cut  v.-as  intended  to  cone  largely 
out  of  Tvheat  acreage,  but  preliminary  "intentions"  reports  indicate  10  or  12^ 
evcrplanting  of  Y;iieat  goals.     Even  if  other  crops  arc  Ti.tbJ.n  acreage  goals, 
the  increase  in  v/hoat  brings  acreage  back  up  to  last  vear's  level.  This 
rxoans  hoa^y  use  of  crop  land,  and  fij.rther  drain  on  the  sell,  ' 

Along  Y.dth  the  importance  3f  keeping  vdtliin  vrheat  goals,  USDA  officials 
are  stressing  the  need  to  keep  "dthin  the  cotton  goal, ,T:hich  aim.s  for  re- 
ducing the  cotton  carr3'"-over  by  1  million  bales. 

This  T/eck's  goals  statement  cevv^red  feed  grains,  soybeans,  cotton_,  dry 
edible  beans,  and  several  typos  of  tobacco, 

Tfheat  Agreomont 

After  3^  iTOoko,  representatives  of  50-son.c  vrheat  oxpcrting  and  importing 
countries  are  stili- negotiating  on  a  v/heat  agreeivi^nt,  but  have  not  yet  sjlved 
the  basic  issue  — •  price.     Other  important  factors  arc  amounts  of  vdieat,  c-iid 
duration  of  the  agrccm.ont,    ijiothor  question  that  came  up  this  vreok  v^ras  about 
flour.     The  importing  countries  v.'ould  like  cem.plete  freedom-  in  the  rj.iount  of 
flour  they  take, ,  .v.iiile  the  exporters  som.c  protection  for  their  mdlling 

indust-ries.    As  xro  go  to  press,  it  leeks  as  if  i^rgentina  v:ould  v.dthdravr  from 
the  conference, 

4-E  Club  Yfeek,  jar,  5-13 


Rop-ombor  4-Ii  club  vreek,  liar,  5-13,     Sec  enclosure. 
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''/uiothor  30  I'.!illion  Acros  Y'lll  Burn  This  Year  -  unless  You  Are  Carcf-gll" .... 

With  this  slogan,  USI3A*s  Forest  Service  o.gain  joins  forces  vdth  State 
Foresters  in  tho-*-49  Cooperative  Forest  Fire  Frcrention  Campaign  aimed  at 
reducing  man-caused  forest  fires. 

As  in  past  years.  Bill  Bcrgoffcn,  Forest  Service,  is  sending  the  large 
Campaign  Kit  to  each  one  of  you;  it  vrcnt  out  this  itocIc,     Toll  your  sccrctar;^/- 
to  be  on -the  look-out  for  a  large  manila  envelope (larger  than  RFD  Letter  en- 
velope) v-lth  a  Smokcy  Bear  stamp  on  it.     In  addition  to  rrcLtcrial  for  radio, 
some  of  the  visual  material  has  T^I  possibi  litic  s* 

Round -Up  on  Foot-and -Mouth  ■•  * 


In  a  conprehcn rive  report  on  foot-and -mouth  disease,  USDA's  Bur 
iinimal  Industry."  says  the  outbreak  in  I.Iexico  has  been  reduced  from  18 
can-.St.atcs  originally  o.ffccted  to  13,  i\nd  the  production  of  vaccine 
jumped  frOTi  650,000  doses  in  September  to  2,400,000  in  Jcnuary, 

IToarly  5  million  anim.als  have  been  'T:i.ccinated,: 

With  the  help  of  vaccination  end.  other  control  m.oasLiros,  the  chances 
are  good  for  reducing  further  the  size  of  the  main  quarantined  area.  But 
itts  too  early  to  predict  hovf  long  the  control  campaign  v.-ill  take. 

Sec  enclosure,  ■         '  * 


Timber  Stock-Taking 

High  on  your  "must"  rcadin,i  list  put,  "Forests  on.d  national  Prosperity 
a  noY.'"  Forest  PSer-.rice  inventory  of  the  forest  situation  in  the  U»S, 

This  com.prehensivc ,  readable  report  reminds  us  that  xve^re  using  up  our 
timber  50%  faster  than  v/c^ro  growing  it,,,, and  that  vrc*rc  getting  poorer 
quality  timl)er  year  by  year.     Even  in  the  Ijcst,  local  timber  shortages  arc 
developing,     Ima.  in  the  South,  a  horde  of  little  savjmills  are  subsisting 
mainly  on  sm.all  timber,  ■  But  thero^s  cj;iple  e\T.dence,  especially  in  the  South 
and  Pacific  Nerth''«v'"e st,  that  forestry  pays,  and  is  good  business, 

iii'iong  the  proposals  to  meet  trie  forestr;./  problem  are,  1)  public  aids 
to  private  forest  ovmcrs,  including  f ederally-sponsored  forest  credit  sys- 
tcm.s  to  mo,ke  long-t(.;rm  loans,  and  f .Ld'rally-sponso red  insurance  syster-S  to 
protect  such  loans,  2)  public  control  of  cutting  on  private  land,  and  3) 
expansion  and  intensified  management  of  national  forests. 

If  youUl  like  a  copy,  ask  for  rise,  Pjib,  lie,  668, 

Plentiful  Feeds  for  March 

Plentiful  foods  to  be  given  special  emphasis  during.  March  are  eniens 
,,,,and  broilers  and  fryers  (east  .:.f  the  Mississippi), 


;au.  of 
lioxi- 
has 
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lie 7.'  Pub  1  i  c  r  ti  on  s 


"Report  of  the  Sccrotnr^/  of  A2ri-3_l'tu3:'£5  1948"  — 'is  tho  bost  over-all  rcfor- 
cncc"  "available  T.ftoUSVA  c.rPcx^it±cc  in  the  past  year. ,.  ,w-hc  tho  r  they  be  ac- 
tion  progrrjiis,  research,  or  v/hatnot.     It  pulls  together  higlilights  of  v/ork 
covered  inore  comprehensively  in  indi\ddual  'jureau  reports,     (174  pages) 

"■■'ill:  R'oduction  on  FariTis  and  Statistic s'-  of  Dairy  Plant  Products,  1948"  — 
rFv~c.l~  That~TQ"lL;  production  on  farms  'vas  the  sm.allest  since   *41, . , >v.lth  the 
fev'cst  milk  cov:s  since   ^30,i,vbu.t  nc-v;  high  records  of  5,056  pounds  of  mi.lk 
per  coT.r,  and  200  pounds  of  buttcrfat,  , ,  ,r;hile  retail  prices  of  homc-de  live  rod 
mill:  at  25  m.aior  miarkets  in  H8  exceeded  the  previous  high  by  nearly  2/  a 
quo.rt,     Report  gives  good  deal  of  statistical  ir^f orm.ation  on  herds,  produc- 
ticia,  prices,  etc.,  including  by  States,   (28  pag^s  mimeographed.) 

"Fruits  and  ITuts  —  Bearing  Acreage  1919-1946"  —  is  the  first  publication 
that  gives' a  complete  statistical  scries  of  estim.ates  of  bearing  acreages  for 
.non-citrus  fruit  crops  for  all  State?,     In  the  quarter  century  '49-46,  fruit 
crop  acreage  dropped  one-tenth  but  production  m.cre  than  doubled.     Decline  in 
acreage  due  partly  to  abandonm.cnt  of  orchards  on  poor  soils  and  unv.-isc  pro- 
m.otional  ventures.     Increased .  production  due  largely  to  increased  acreage  in 
irrigated  areas  of  the  "Iwest,  and  to  decline  in  lov^-yiclding_,  non-irrigated 
areas  of  central  and  eastern  States,  (CS-32) 

"Effect  of  Timber  Gutting  on  T/'atcr  Available  for  Stream.  Flov/  from,  a  Lodgepole 
Pine  Forest"  ' —  reports  studi"e3""directcd  at  v:ays  to  make  more  v:o.ter  available 
in  West.     (Tech,  Bui,  No,  968) 

"Cotton  Quality  Statistics  United  States  1947-48"  —  includes,  grade  and  staple 
of  cotton  hj  Statcse  (CS-33) 

"Livestock  on  Farms,  Jan,  1"  —  gives  numJber  of  various  types  of  stock  oh 
fams,  by  States,  along  v:ith  value  per  head,  total  value,  and  other  data, 
Giv^es  interpretive  sumxiary  of  livestock  situation,  along  v/ith  statistics, 

US DA  Periodicals 

Last  summier  in  o:-q)erim.ent s  in  Forth  ■Co.rolina,  USDA  3.gri cultural  engi*  • 
neers  '..■ere  able  to  set  ud  a  system,  of  electric  control's  thr.t  m.ado  it  possible 
to  cure  out  a  barn  of  tobacco  automiatically  and  mthout  an  attendant,  Tho 
tobacco  vras  better  quality  than  normtally  obtained.     In  "Looking  Ahead  in  Crop 
Conditioning,"  in  the  current  issue  of  "Eural  El ect rifi c aui on  llerrs,"  other 
possibilities  are  explored  for  the  use  of  electricity  in  dr^dng  other  crops. 

The  great  miajorit^/  of  farm,  chores  can  be  done  by  electric  motors  of  less 
than  10  h.p, ,  even  though  the  samic  jobs  form.orly  required  more  h,p,  for  trac- 
tor operati o"'^..    And  a  single-phase  electric  service' m-ay  bo  all  that  is  re- 
quired -^.o  operate  electric  motors  up  to  10  h,p.     These  and  other  points,,,, 
often  confusing  to  famers, , .  ,are  bought  out  in  "Service  to  Fit  the  Farm.." 

Chick  Prr duct ion  Up 

Hatchery  pr eduction,  and  advance  crd^jrs  fer  chicks,   continue  to  run.  far 
ahead  of  a  year  ago,  according  to  BAE^s  Hatcherj^  Deport. 


-  5  - 


Extension  Ro.dio  Studies 

Several  Extension  radio  studies  recently  completed, ,,,, or  in  progress,,,, 

are  suminariz ed  in  the  current,  "Reidcv.'  of  Extension  Studies," 

l/Iaine  —  93;^  of  rural  fejnilics  li-ring  vrLtl'iin  40  miles  of  Eangor  have  radios 
,,,.Y.dth  of  those  radios  being  kept  in  vrorking  order. 

Four-fifths  of  all  far.ilies  have  their  radios  turned  on  fromi  7:00  to 

SrOO'p.m  v.lth  12:00  noon  being  second  best. .,  .and  7:00  to  8:00  a.m,  third 

best.    And  29fi  of  the  families  had  listened  to  Extension  Service  programs, 
and  38/b  did  not  listen  to  any  farm,  program, 

Intcr\m.ov.'"s  v;erc  Fiore  popular  than  straight  subject  matter  talks,  "In 
preparing  m.aterial,  it  should  be  kept  on  an  educational  luvel  of  about  the 
first  2  years  of  high  school,"    Also,  in  preparing  riatcrial,  it  "should  be 
kept  in  m.ind  that  only  one-third  of  the  farrdlios  classified  them.se Ives  as 
famers  although  over  four-fifths  lived  on  census  farms," 

Pennsylvania  —  Among  the  men,  the  full-time  farm.er  v.'ith  som.o  high-school  ed- 
ucation,,and  bctvrccn  the  ages  of  35  to  54,,,, is  the  best  listener.  There 
is  a  decided  preference  for  the  noon  hour  for  extension  radio  bro-adcasts,  but- 
little  ■orefcrencc  as  bet-;;een  various  days  of  the  ".reek.     The  radio  roaches  a- 
bout  as  m.any  people  v/ith  no  contact  v;ith  extension  meetings  and  orgcj-iizations 
as  those  v/ho  do  have  such  contacts. 

As  to  the  r.rom.en,  the  miost  frequent  listeners  are  froTi  35  to  44,,,, and 
45  to  54,.,, years  old,     Erom.  20  to  40'o  of  the  v.-omcn  in  the  counties  surveyed 
are  reached  by  radio  in  a  period  cf  1  mtonth, , ,  .v/ith  m.ore  tho.n  half  reached 
all  told.     The  vTOmenj  just  as  the  men,  prefer  the  noon  hour  for  extension 
broadcasts. 

Other  studies  in  pro  fc  re  so  include  one  in  Louisiana,  v:ith  a  report  ex- 
pected this  spring.TT."  study  of  the  KSAC  audience  in  Kansas,  vrith  a  report 
available  during  the  summer  or  fall  of  *49,,,,and  another  in  rTcT:  J"ersey, 


AGRICULTURAL  T^ETITORK  FEAT^JEES  (SAST^HIT  STAI^RD  liTiV.) 
Sa_oU£day,  Feb,  "26 

ABC,  Am.erican  Farm.er,   (1)  USDA  ITevrs,   (2)  Special  Feature,     12:30  to  1:00  p.m., 

IIBC,  national  Farm  orA  Hom.e  Hour,   (1)  USDA  Kerrs,  (2)  "Seeds  to  Save  the  Soil," 
r.dth  Dr.  M.A,  McCall,  Dr,  E.A*  Hollov:ell,  and  Keller  Bccson,  of  uSBA, 

1  :00  to  1 :30  p.m. 

CBS,  Country  Journal,   (1)"Tt/o  Blades  of  Grass  TJhere  But  One  Had  Grovm  Before," 
Y/ith  T,  Sv/ann  Harding,  USDA;   (2)  "Grandf athe s  Clock,"  vdth  Virginia 
Tatum;   (3)  "Fishing  Through  the  Ice,"  v.dth  "Chuck"  'Vorcester  of  Vr"T, 
Cedar  Rapids;   (4)  "liinne  seta '  s  Centennial  Celebration,"  mth  J,C,  Chris- 
tiansen, Superintendent  of  U.  of  Linn,  School  of  Agriculture,  and  Larry 
Hacg  of  ■TCCO,  Hinneapolisj   (5)  "Insects*-  Toll,"  -dth  Da^/id  Hall  of  USBA, 

2  :00  to  2 :30  p.m. 


AMONG      0  U  R  S  E  L  V  T]  s 


Radio  in  Conservation 


''"'Two  or  three  times  in  recent  months,  wg We  had  visits  from  Miss  Pauline 
James  who  is  carrying  on  graduate  study  of  the  role  of  radio  in  conservation. 
Her  study  comes  under  a  project  sponsored  jointly  hy  Cornell  University  and 
the  American  1-Tature  Associs.tion, 

J/iiss  James  is  sending  out  a  query,  ^ ,  ,thi  s  vreek,  probably, to  various 
RFDs  to  get  som.e  background  on  v/hat  they  have  done,  or  are  doing,  about  var- 
ious phases  of  conservation.     She  also,  by  the  way,  is  consulting  the  con- 
servation section  of  the  new  l-IARFD  Yearbook, 

Presunablyj  the  results  of  her  survey  vdll  be  available  to  RFDs  and  oth- 
ers interested* 


II, C,  Annual  Report 

Extension  Editor  Franl:  Jeter  of  Forth  Carolina, .v^rho  also  is  a  prac<- 
ticing  farm  radio  m.an» , ,  ,addre sses  the  RFDs  of  his  State  v.dth  a  copy  of  the 
annual  report  of  the  rlorth  Carolina  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  This 
96-pagc 'report,  "Research  and  Farming,"  is  about  9  x  12,,,,has  an  attractive 
green  cover,   shorn ng  the  m-Ovem.Gnt  of  radioactive  phosphorus  in  a  tobacco 
leaf,  ,o»is  profusely  illiistrated. 

Of  it,  Frank  says,  "Y/e  have  att er.pt cd  to  turn  out  information  that  can 
be  of  use  to  radio  stations  and  nov/s papers  vdth  a  minim.um  of  editing  and  re- 
writing*   Most  J  if  not  all,  of  the  100  articles  appearing  in  tliis  report^  arc 
written  in  brief  news  style,,,, v;c  fool  it  (the  report)  deserves  a  place  on 
your  rofcrcnco  shelf  alongside  vour  World  Almanac  and  Y'.Tio » s  '/fhOr     Over  a 
period  of  throe  or  four  years,  our  annual  reports  cover  all  of  the  research 
in  progress.     Those  reports  then  should  be  the  best  rcforencc  available  for 
answering  the  individual  farm  problems  that  come  yourvray," 

Cordially, 

I  Konnotl    M,  Gapen  -  ' 

2     ■      '  I  Ass^t  Director  of  Information 

I  'for  Radio  cjid  Video 

i  • 

a 


Enclosures:  •        '  J 


Condensed  Statement  on  Measures  to  Keep  the 

U, S,  Free  of  Foot -and -Mouth  Disease 
Release  on  NatU  4--.H  Club  lYcck 

Letter  dated  Jan,  26  to  4-H  Clubs  from  Harry  Trumrji 

Letter  dated  Feb*  3  to  4-H  Club  M-mbors  and  Leaders  from.  C,F,  Brannan 
Letter  dated  Fob,  18  from  S.R.  Ncv;cll 
l^arkct  Hews  Terris  Questionnaire 

Return  Sn^/elopc  for  Questionnaire         '  ' 


From  thei 

U.  S.  DEPARTMENT.OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  I  ft  FORMATION  ... 


Janur.ry  19,  194-9 


RADIO  SERVICE 


y/hcat  Agrccmc-nt  Mooting  Jan,  26' 

Discussions  arc  going  on  horc  novr  in  preparation  for  the  Intornations.1 
Tihcat  ConfcroncG  to  open  in  "5ashiiT^ton  Jan.  26  to  negotiate  an  international 
v/ho  at  a  g  r ecme  nt , 

Secretary  Brannan  points  out  that  "the  success  of  these  negotiations  '"/ill 
have  a  groat  influence  in  our  wheat  industry,  and  indirectly,  on  our  entire  do- 
mestic econoiny,"    Although  some  reduction  in  v/heat  acreage  is  called  for  in  the 
interest  of  good  conservation,  IJSDA  position  is  that  vrheat  farmers  need  to  have 
a  sizeable  and  dependable  foreign  market  in  the  years  ahead,' 

Meanv/hile,  a  working  party  of  the  FAO  Council  is  proceeding  vdth  a  study 
of  international  agreements  for  sugar,  coarse  grains,  rice,,  cotton,  ■dd-iblo  -fats 
and  oils,  and  linseed  oil,  v/ool,  dairy  products,  and  other  productse 

It  ■appears  that.  Argentina  will,  participate  in -the  .corxfercnce  this  tim.e; 
she  did  not  take  part  in  the  previous  conference. 


■"  Analysis  of  Potato  Situation 

One  of  the  ironies  of  the  present  potato  problem  is  that  ^48 -harv-e-steKi 
acreage  was  the  smallest  in  half  a  ccnturj''-.     But  increased  yields  per  acre  dur- 
ing recent  years  have  more  than  offset  the  reduction  in  acreage.    And  dem.and 
has  failed  to  keep  up  vrith  increased  production. 


BAE  economists  give  a  comprehensive  picture  of  the  factor s ' underlying ' the 
potato  situation  in  the  "Marketing  and  Transportation  Situation','  (jan,  IS), 

The  economists  say  that  improving  the  quality  of  potatoes  appears  to  be  a 
prom-ising  v:ay  to  enlarge  the  amount  consum.ers  v,t.11  buy,     A  majority  of  consum- 
ers interviewed  indicated  they  thought  quality  and  size  more  important  than 
price,  •  .       ■  ■ 


Committee  Pushes  G-arden  Program  .-'    -  .  - 

The  Committee  on -Fruit  and  Vegetable  Gardens  which  met  here  last  week  re- 
commended a  long-tim.e  program  of  urban  and  suburban  and  rural  home  '  gardening. 
To  help  encourage  city  gardening  and  home  improvemxnt,  it  urged  cities  to  sup- 
port, wholly  or  in  large  part,  the  services  of  urban  extension  agents  trained 
in  horticulture, 

/ 


Certified  Seed  Pot-to  Output  Up 


Last  vrcck,  you  received  ci  report  from  BAE  on  the  Idrge  supply  of  certified 
seed  potatoes  available  for  spring  planting  —  about  48,6  million  bushels,  or 
enough  to  plant  most  of  the  U.S.  potato  acreage, 

Yo-u  noted  that  most  of  the  increase  was  in  Katahdin,     Our  potato  breeders 
say  Katahdin  is  more  vridGly  adapted  than  any  other  commonly-groi'm  variety. 
But  it»s  not  recommended  vrhere  you  want  a  very  early  variety, ,,.  .Among  the 
newer  varieties  coming  up  fastest  are:     Ontario  which  is  one  of  the  best  of 
the  late  varieties  resistant  to  scab, , , ,Essex  v/hich  is  a  high  yieldcr  highly  - 
resistant  to  blight,  ^  •»Pontiac,  a  high  ^ri elder, , , ,  Pawnee  vrhich  has  good  market 
quality  ejid  yields  pretty  v/ell,  but  is  very  susceptible  to  scab,.,. La  Salle 
which  is  quite  early,  and.  is  adapted  to  some  localitie s, , , ,and  Teton,  a  high 
yi elder  which  is  very  resistant  to  ring  rot. 

For  further  information  about  locally-adapted  new  varieties,  you  may  v.'ant 
to  check  ':n.th  the  folks  at  the  Land  Grant  College, 

Crop  Insurance  Report 

.  As  we  told  you  in  a  recent  RFD  Letter,  crop  insurance  operated  at  a  profit 
in  ^48  for .the ' second  consecutive  year.     The  enclosed  report  tells  the  story 
in  more  detail,     Note  p,  7, 

From.  Department  Releases 

Mailed  to  you  direct  this  v:eok  w-as  a  release  reporting  a  BAE  study  on 
"Farm-to- Re  tail  I,fe.rgins  for  7/hitc  Flour  and  T/hite  Bread,"     The  study  also  re- 
vicv/s  recent  trends  in  operating  profits  of  milling  cjid  baking  coripanios  and 
retail  food  chains,  cjid  hourly  earnings  of  employees,  as  v/ell  as  bread  prices 
••••♦The  foot-and-mouth  control  programx  in  Mexico  has  brought  to  the  surface 
many  gaps  in  technical  knowledge  about  the  diseasa  and  its  control,  hence  em- 
phasizing the  importance  of  the  long-range  research  program.,        Foods  in'plen- 
tiful  supply  ,for  most  of  the  country  in  Fcbruai^/-  include  2  recomjncnded  for 
spccis.l  stress:     eggs,  and  cheese. 


National  4-H  Club  TIcck  Mar.  5-15 

Just  to  remAnd  you  that  National  4-H  Club  '.Tcek  is  scheduled  for  Mar,  5-13, 
Thome  this  year  is  "Better  living  for -a  better  world," 

You  may  vrant  to  lino  up  some  stories  on  local  4-H  achievements,  and  some- 
tllng  about  4-H  club  work  generally. 

Corn  Borer  Marches  On 

During' H8,  the  European  corn  borer  marched  on, ,,  .extending  to  116  nev>r 
^ countie s, . . ,and  entering  1  new  State  (Louisiana)  and  now  infests  nearly  every 
corn  field  from.  Nev/  England  to  the  Dakotas  and  Virginia  to  Canada, 


I/ITRGB  Steps  Up  Fam  Telecasting 


Veteran  among  the  farm  and  home ' TV  broadcasters  is  lYRGB  which, .under  Bob 
Child  and  more  recently  Bill  Givens, , , ,has  been  doing  regular  farmand  home 
shov;s  fo^"  3  or '4  years,    TJe  reviewed  WRGB^s  operations  in  an  article  in  the  RFD 
Letter*  about  a  year  ago, 

The^'piece  in  our  EFD  Letter  for  Jan.  7  on  "'starting  'TV  the   »Easy^  ^".-ay", 
prom.pts  Bill  Givens  to  bring  us  up-to-date  on  their  recent  activitie.s and  fu- 
ture plejis. 

„      ■        Highlights  of  • 

Ylfrites  Bill*.  *  ,     '  ' 

"Last  year,  on  the  bi-monthlA/  basis,  we  televised  the  first  East  Coast  log 
ging  exposition.    We  also  brought  to  our  viewers  through  the  cooperation  of  the 
l\Tew  York  State  Historical  Association  and  the"  Farmers'--*- •  Ivfeseum  -a  -colorf ul.....niis- 
tory  of  Lighting*  displ9.y,."     Other,  shows  included  .electric  chicken  picker,,,,., 
proper  candling  of  eggs, , . .demonstrati ons  depicting  plant  grov/th  from  earlier 
stages  to  full  maturity, ,,, roundtable  discussion  of  present  day  i-ural  problems 
♦      "crime  buster"  series  on  proper  grading  of  produ.ce,  proper  labeling  of 
eggs,  jotc,,  ,,along  -with  programs  in  the  lighter  vein. 

All  .those  shows  vrere  judged  good  pr.ograms  for  the  rural-urban  audience,  .. 

Bill  says  the  response  to  those  prograi;is  v;as  so  gratifying  that  YfRGB  is 
expanding  its  fo.rm  telecasting. 

Plans  for  .*49  ,  " 

Effective  Jan,  26,  the  Y/RGB  Farm  Spotlight  will  be  pr:3ented  from  6:30- 
6:50  P.I.I,  v\reek;i.y,  -  PLecent  sub  scri  ptions  ^  to  -"Hike  and  Camera"  indicate  that 
"14/^  of  our  televiewers  (11,000  TV  sets  in  T-HRGB  area)  arc  located  in  ruial  areas, ' 

As  a  hypothetical  example  of  how  the  farm  programs  may  run  in  a  typical 
month  in  *49,  he  mentions  pruning, .insulated  grecnhou so,,,, incubation,,,,  . 
water  de-icer  for  dairy,  etc,  .     

"During  the  coming  year  we  plan  to  .  run  programs  on  ventilo.tion, '  brooding, 
hot  bed  cable,  spraying,  care  of  eggs,  milk  plant  operation,  barn  cleaner,  .fast 
milking,  storing  and  packaging,  contour  and  big  power  farming, -  and  hay  baling," 

■■■■■■  ■    .  '  Costs 


As  to  costs.  Bill  estimates  air  time,,  rehearsal  facilities,  and'  operating 
personnel  at  the  station  at  ^j;50  a  shov;,  . 

Special  costs  include  slides  at  §1,10  co.ch,  vdth  an  average  of  3  slides  a 
program,  totaling  ^p3,30, , , , ,  such  s,pecial  properties  as  may  be  rented, ,,, and' 
special  talent  (v/hen  called  for)  at  cj^S  to  |12,50,    During  *the'  last  6  months,  10 
■ou-t  of  12  spotlights  were  .performed  i^ath  live  talent  at  an  average  cost    of  no 
.m.ore  than' 1 5  to'^lO,     Bill,  incidentally,  .  sei-yds  as  narrator,  actor,  or  what - 
have-you;  his  services  aren*t '  figured  in  those  estim.ates,.  ^ 

Thanks  much.  Bill        and  VfPGB  —  for  that  report. 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


The  Atom  and  You 

To  our  desk  have  come  scripts  and  folder-supplements  for  a  series  of  four 
very  original  25-mihute  radio  di'amati zations ,  "The  Atom  and  You,"  over  the 
liutual  iTet^vork  Sept,  20-Oct,  11,     The  series  included  1)  "Split  the  Atom,"  2) 
"The  Story  of  Atomdc  Medicine,"  3)  "Bra.inbusterc , "  and  4)  "Adventure  into  To- 
m.or  row, " 

You  may  be  interested  in  this  series  from  the  standpoint  of  the  human  in- 
terest tecliniques  in  treating  a  subject  of  this  kind,  and  in  the  popularized 
inform.ation  on  atomic  energy  itself.     Presumably  you  can  ^et  copies  from.  I.4BS 
in  New  York  City, 

Rural  Radio  network's  Farmi  Shoves 


*'  '      Scanning  the  Rural  Radio  !Tetvj-ork '  s  (N.Y,,  I. 'ass,,  Conn..),  program  schedule 
for  a  week,  we  came  up  Vvlth  the  follov;ing  line-up-  of  what  look  to  be  farm^  and 
home  feature  s  : 

Five  mornings  a  week  from  7  to  7? 30  cones  "Breakfast  Table  News,  Weather, 
Farm  Reports,  and  Markets" and  from.  10  to  10:15  "Country  Yfomah,"     Then  from 
12  to  1  "-"'orld  News,  ''A'eather  Round-up,  Markets,  Cornell  Farm  Hour,  Enoch  Squires 
the  Circuit  Rider,  and  Fam  Highlights,"    At  1:15  "Country  Home,"    All  of  those 
shows  are  5  days  a  week. 

Scattered  elsewhere  through  the  week*  s  program.s  are  features  appearing 
once  or  ta'rice  a  week,  such  as  "Farm  FainilAi"  "Rural  Church  News,"  and  "Forestry 
Journal," 

And  for  nighttime,  "Youth  RFD,"  "G-range  Hall  of  the  Air,"  and -"Sherburne 
Farmers'  Night," 

•''Phone  Coverage  for  RFD  Shows  (?) 

It  always  has  seem.ed  that  more  e::tensive  use  of  the   'phone  offered  intri*^ 
guing  possibilities  for  building  farm  shov/s. 

Suppose 'a  story  comes  in  from  the  experiment  station  on  a  nev/ .fertilizer 
practice.    You  call  a  few  key  fanners,  tell  them  about  it,  and  get  their  reac- 
tion.    Or,  you  may  want  to  check  key  .fanner s '  reactions  to  a  break  or  rise  in 
the  livestock  m.arket.    And  so  on,  a.nd  so  on. 

With  no  attempt  to  suggest  possible  limitations  or  problem.s  in  adaptation 
to  RFD  use,  vve'll  call  to  your  attention  an  article  "Hov;  Phone  Gives  Nev.^s  to 
Radio,"  by  tvTO  T.TIAS  nevrs  mon  in  the  January  issue  of  "The  Quill,"  published  by 
Sigma "Delta  Chi,  journalistic  fraternity.    Bud • Johnson  and  Jerry  Gammon  cite 
FCC ' s  permdssion  granted  in  June   '48  to  radio  stations  to  broadcast  recordings 
of  telephone  conversations.    And  they  describe  the  set-up  and  operation  of  a 
tape-recorder ' in  the 'master- control  room  for  the  sole  purpose  of  recording 
'phone  conversations. 


'"amotg    ourselves  (cont»d) 


USDA  Offc-rs  TV  Course 

In  kooping  v/ith  tho  tines,  vrc'rc  coopcrcting  vrith  ITSDA's  Graduate  School 
in  setting  up  a  course  on  tclovision  progreinrdng  for  tho  spring  semester.  This 
is  an  orientation,  or  survey,  course  on  TV  from  the  standpoint  of  informational 
and  educational  activities  of  USDA  and  other  Governm.ont  agencies. 

Along  mth  pooling  of  experience  and  information  assembled  by  those  of  us 
in  Ro.dio  Service,  Motion  Pictures,  Exhibits,  and  various  other  USDA  units,,,, 
and  other  Government  agcncic  s,  , ,  ♦v.'-e  '  re  inviting  in  guest  speakers  from  the 
industry. 

The  course  vdll  deal  with  various  types  of  programs  adapted  to  Govcrnxaent 
informo.tion,  "  program  analysis  and  audience  research,  motion  pictures  and  other 
visuals,  etc.     More  details  later  —  for  your  general  infomation. 

Earn  Institu"Ce  at  Des  Moines 


Gomes  word  from  KFD  Herb  Plambeck  of  "¥JTIO  in  Des  Moines  of  the  11th  annual 
National  Farm  Institute  in  Des  Moines  Feb,  18-19,     Theme  is  "American  Agricul- 
ture in  World  Affairs,"    A  large  numJbor  of  prominent  speakers  are  scheduled, 
including  Secretary  Brannan, 

KFD  Reports 

Received  in  tho  past  fovr  days  are  monthly  reports  of  RFD  broadcasting  ac- 
tivities by  Don  Hucklo  of  WGR  in  Buffalo, ,, ,Bill  Macdonald  of  IvFAB  in  Lincoln,,, 
along  vdth  an  annual  report  of  l\LZ  in  Denver,  including  a  report  of  tho  KLZ- 
Denvcr  Post  Soil  Conservation  Contest,  and  other  activities  of  Lov^ell  lYatts  in 
his  30,000  miles  of  travel.     For  anyone  tloyt  at  the  business,  reports  such  as 
those  and  of  HARFD  Proxy  Pladderly  at  KGvJ  in  Portland,  Orcg,,  give  a  good  idea 
of  how  RFD^ing  is  done  by  some  of  the  veteran  practitioners. 

Inauguration  Week  Schedule 

In  connection  with  the  President's  inauguration  here  tomorrov.'-,  the  Govern- 
ment Departments  are  closed  Thursday  and  Friday,    As  we  go  to  press,  wo  hear" 
word  of  a  voluminous  high  priority  job  in  the  Department's  duplicating  plant* 
So  we  don't  Iznovr  whether  this  Letter  v/ill  get  out  tonight,  or'bc  held  over  to 
Monday,     In  any  event,  xve'll  be  seeing  you  next  week  as  usual. 


Enclosures ; 

Rpt,  of  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance 
Corporation  for  1948 


Cordially, 

Dana  D,  Reynolds..' 

Aotg,  Ass't  Director  of  Information 
fcr  Radio  £uad  Video 
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From  the: 


U.S.  deparvw£:nt  of  agriculture 

OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

yrnor.t  Conference  Convenes 


cFanmr^r  28,  1949 


Rcprcsentr.tives  of  50  stoic  nations  not  here  in  T.T..shin;' ton  this  -veok 


a..air.T>r  effort  ,to  n^.^otiato  e.jn  International  T.licat  Agrcenent, 


V 


.  Secretary  Brannari  told  the  conference  that  progress  already  has  bcc^i 
toTiaard  an  agrcenont  for  rrheat.     Ho  said,  "The  success  of  our  negotiations 
year  attest  to  that  puiiit.     Furthcmoro,  the  consumers  and  the  fr^mors  of  ' 
\  "vY.^  ho,YG  Dcconc  incrcasini^ly  a'.raro  cf  v.hat  a  r/heat  agroeiaent  could  ncan  ' 
-tnon. 

Taking  pa.rt  at  this  confe.rcncc  arc  2  importcjit  countries  not  represent,od 
.at  tjio  previous  conference:    Russia  and  Argentina,  '; 

The  conforcGS  are  now  discussing  prices  —  for  Zxpcrting  and  Inporting  ■ 
nation,s.     The  coniP-ittcc  on  prices  vjill  resunc  as  a  TrholL.  cerTrdttuc  Monday 
aftcmcon  to  finish  their  preliiiinary  price  proposal  and  report  for  the  con- 
fer cnce«     The  Conference  v^dll  neot  in  conriittce  of  the  whole  Tuesday  nornin^, 
prosuiiably  to  hoar  corm^iittee  reports,     (So e  p, 3)  l 


US  DA  Aids  Western  Stockivion 

tFSDA  agencies  are  tying  iji  v.i.th  a  Gove mncnt -wide  effort  to  aid  the  snorr- 
strichen  livestock  areas  of  the  Tfest,     The  progran  is  being  coordinatod  b^/ 
General  Flening,  iiead  of  the  Federal  Works  Agency, 


At  a  neoting  here  this  norning,  USDA*s  BAE  reported  that  the  areas 
seriously  affected  arc  parts  of  Utah  and  Nevada, ^and  po.rts  of  ivansas^ 
braska,  Colorado,  Yfyoning,  llentana,  Ilorth  and  South  BaL-ota,  Official  o 
ra.tee  of  livestock  losses  arc  expected  by  Fcbo  M, 

V 

c 

j  The  Forest  Service  and  SCS  are  naking  all  possible  equipLient  avail 
to  clear  roads-  and  paths  to  stranded  livestock,  Ropresentatives  of  FCA 
FHii  outlined  credit  facilities  that  i.iight  be  used  by  farnors  oj].d  ranchc 
obtain  feed  and  other  supplies.  State  PFA  chairr.icn  also  are  naking  res 
av^ailable  to  Gox^crnors  of  9  Statesa 
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Fam  Prices  Unchanged 

reports  the  first  r.r.nth  of  *49  savr  "no  chrjige"  f ron' the  previous 
in  the  indexes  of  prices  received  and  prices  paid,  by  fo.mor*s,  ino},udinr:  f 
est  and  taxes,. 


In  his  in; 
thor  cxtons: 
olopocT  c.rcc.s. 


ururr.l  r-ddross  last  vrcok,  x^rcsi'l^nt  Trw.ian  rocorj?.cndod  the  i 
on  of  UoSo  scientific  and  industrial  Imr-j-hovr  to  under-  \ 


The  typo  of  thing  the  President  rece::::-ended  has  a  long,  successful  hie 
y  in  the  agricultural  field.    During  the  last  decade,  for  exanpl6,  USDaI 
.  other  agencies  have  participated  in  a  Good  Neighbor  prograi.i  v.lth  Latin 
rica  to  help  tlaosc  countries  to  help  thcnselves.     USDA  is  adrdni storing 
-nt  agricultural  prcgrans  vdth  15  governrents  of  the  ;„nerican  Republicsr 
3sc  pregraris  are  intended  tc  increase  the  agricultural  efficiency  ^nd  ic- 
ivc'the  levels  of  living  in  the  cooperating  countries,    Also^  in  sorac 
vos;,  to  increase  production  of  crops  needed  in  the  V»S» 

In  the  U.S.  progran  of  toch^nical  agricultural  collaboration  ims 

sanded  frori  hcui spheric  to  global  proportions  through' the  IJ«,S.  Inforna-Bion 
'  Educational  Exchange  Act, 

The  technical  collabor r.ti :n  prjgran  includes: 

Joint  cooperative  agricultural  stations  for  research  and  education. 


Training  La  Lin      eric  an  specialists  as  technical  leaders  in  their  ovm 


-o  — ^^^w...^  ^^-.^v^ j-^.^^o -^o  ^.o  xev.uers  m  "cneir  oV'T  ^'^ 

ntilese  - 


f        Aiding  -.h  si  tors  to  the  U^S^  in  their  studies, 
!         Sending  special  advisor^^  nissions  upon  request, 

P.adioactive  Hate  rials  Report 

_     At  a  -eetin^  hero  T/ednesday  of  tliis-vrook,  Pbdcral  end  State  agricuUurol 
scientists  reported  to  the  fertilizer  industry  progress-on  investigations  "  ' 
v'ath  rauioactive  phosphorous  and  other  materials  in  t48.  RoDort 


vrorh  in  4  S 


i^a'Go 


s  :     Ir.va,  Colorado,  ITorth  Carolina, 


6^ 

s  covered 


-nd  Kei7  Yorl 


Wetre  nailing  you  ncrrb  vrcch  suixiaries  of  5  talks  given  at  the  meeting. 
Dai  ry  Si tua  ti  on 

.        "^'^  the  ^  sharp  drop  in.recei^t  nonths  in  pricoc  of  nilk  for  nanuf actur«» '  " 
ing..     in  con-crast^to  failrly  stable  prices  for  nilk- going  into  fluid  uses.,,, 
x..e  actual  sprcac.  betvroen  avorage  prices  for  nilk  in  the  tvo  uses  is  neu  the 
largest  on  record.    At  the  sane  tine,  there  has  been  an  apparent  decrease  in 
the  proportion  of  total  nilk  production  consuncd-  directly'in  fluid  forn. 

B:^^econ.nist3  say  in  the  "Dairy  Siturtion"   (jan,  27),  that  until  June, 
mcreasce  nilk  production  per  c.v.  is  lilcely  to  offset  the  reduction  ir  co.^ 
nur.ibers. 


BackgrouncI        nTior.t  Conforoncc 

In  c  transcribed  interview  for  the  pLUi-al  Rr.dio  JTct\T:rI;,  Fred  Rossitcr, 
assistant  director  of  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agri cultural  Relations  co'vcred 
background  on  the  proposed  International  Y.iicat  Agrocr.Gnt ; 

Q,     Is  the  prospect  for  ratification  of  an  agree::. ont  better  this  year  than 
last? 

A«  ■   Very  definitely.     For  one  tMng  the  nocting  this  year  includes  the  USSR 
sjid  Argentina,  vrhich  were  net  in  the  previous  noeting,     Togoth-jr  v/ith  the 
'  V\'S\y  Canada,  and  Australia,  these  '  countries  na]-:e  up  the  list  of  the 
v/orld*s  largest  exporters  of  -./heat, 

Q,    "'-'.liat^s  the  alternative  to  an  agrecnent? 

A.     Probably  further  grovrth  of  bi-lateral,  gev^:;mi.-.ent-t o-g^vernneht,  deals 

in  "Which  U.Sa  as  one  country  among  :;:any  vrould  cor.ic  off  poorly»    Uith  other 
countries  getting  back  into  xirhoat  production,  there  rr^y  be  a  destructive 
scranblc  for  mrkcts, 

Q,     The  inporting  countries  vdll  v-ant  to  buy  vdioat  as  cheaply  as  possible,  cf 
course. 

A,     Probably  so,      Me  expect  keen  bargaining,     ITaturally,  the  i::iporting  coun- 
tries cnpho.sizG  the  extent  to  vrhich  supply  conditions  lia.vo  clxmged  in 
their  favor.     But  prices  are  just  one  of  the  bo.rgaining  points.  Another' 
nain  point  is  likely  to  be  hoxr  long  the  pact  shall  lo.st,     /jid,  of  course^ 
quo.ntities  specified  for  e:qport  and  inport  p.re  ii.iportoj.it  factors, 

Q,    Tfhat  ab..^ut  the  impact  of  such  o.n  agreement  on  the  consurror  in  the  U,S,? 

A,     The  country  has  decided  in  legislation  passed  and  repassed  to  support 
wheat  prices. 

Also  consur.ers  have  a  stake  in  a  prosperous  o.griculture.     And  they  arc 
well  represented  in  the  delegation,  and  their  interest  vdll  bo  reflected 
in 'prices  arrived  at,    <  • 

Electric  Co-ops  Pay  Loans 

Secretary  Bronnan  r.dll  tell  the  i^ational  Rural  I^^-lectric  Coopero.tivc 
Association  in  Nov/  York,  Monday  (31st)  that: 

■'You  ho.vc  built  a  record  of  excellence  in  business  r.cjiagemont  that  rates 
v.dth  the  best,    VHierc  else  co,n  you  find  an  enterprise  in  v/hich  more  than  99% 
of  the  loans  are  being  paid  on  schedule  or  ahead  of  schedule?     In  the  14 
years  of  the  progro.m.  RRz;  has  had  to  foreclose  on"  only  one  operating  borrov'or, 
and  that  borro'Tcr  vrcs  a  cor.Tmercial  pov.'or  coripany, " 

Oil  the  r.atter  of  efforts  to  make  co-ops  pay  Federal  corner:. ti  on  inc  om.e 
taxes,  the  Secretary  caid  that,  "Som.o  people  seem,  to  forgot  that  co-ops  are 
not  in  business  for  profit  and  that  you  can»t  po.y  a  tax  ^n  a  profit  that 
doosn^t  exist," 


llov:  Rib  licet  ions 


."•Legume  Inoculation  —  YJhc.t  it  Is  ~  ^".Tic.t  it  Docs"  —  Fr.mcrG"  Bulletin  No» 

"Conservation  Practices  for  Tobacco  Lands  of  the  Fluc-Curod  and  I.Iarj'land  Bolts' 
—  cays  enough  practical  kiiov.dedgc  is  noT'  available  for  a  concerted  attack  on 
the  erosion  T3roblcrri  in  Maryland  tobacco  ar^as,     (liiec,  Pj.q,  ITo«  65.3) 

"Factors  Affecting  the  Nutritive  Value  of  Foods  —  Studies  at  the  U«S,  Plant, 
Soil,  ojid  "Nutriti on  Lab"or~tory"~'-~  d'is'cuss'c'c  highly  significant  -.rorh  on  oc- 
currence of  mineral  nutrition  diseases  of  plants  and  animals  in  thu  U»S»».,«. 
Factors  influencing  vitamin  content  of  crops,  including  Vixamin  C-  in  tomcat oes 
,  ♦ , ,  .influenco  of  variv. ty  on  nutritive  value,  including  breeding  potatoes  for 
"Vitamin  C, , , , ^increasing  thiamine  in  ".'■heat,  etc,     (l.Iisc,  pjb,  Ko.  664) 

"Helping  Fojailies  -Plan  Food  Budgets"  —  includes  t^vo  master  food  plans,  v.dth 
adaptatiojis.  to  different  "corT  "levc'ls,  nationality  groups ,  "  etc.  .   Includes  de- 
tailed information  on  a2n.0u.nts  of  various  foods  needed,  etc,     (l.Iiec,  Pab,  Uo. 
662) 

"£cho£l  Lunch  Recipes  Using  Fish"  —  FA-66 

♦ 

"School  Lunch  Recipes  Using  Dried  Fruits"  —  PA-57 

"Portable  Pens  for  Raising  Healthy  Tjclrj  Calves"  -«-  points  out  that  on  rrr.ny 
fams  ne;T-bom  calves  are  placed  in  cr.  old  stall  or  pen  vaiich  has  been  used 
■for  calv:..s,  coe.-js  and  other  animals  over  a  period  of  r.ejiy  years,'    Plalf  the 
calves,  die  before  6  months  old.     This  leaflet  givus  specifications  for  port- 
able pens  for  calves  up  to  3  or  4  months  old,     (BAI  I.Iultilith) 

-    '  It 

"Cotton    Quarterly  Statistical  Bulletin""—  gives  production,  consumption, 
stocks,  etc,,  by  countries,     (Vole  1,  'le,  2) 

USDA  Official  Travel 

Nev.'-  York  City  —  Jan,  31  —  Secy,  Chas,  F,  Bre.rnan,  and  Claude  'Tickard,  Ad- 
min-istrator  of  Rural  Elec,  Adm.in,,  Hat»l  Rural  IClec,  Coop,  Ass  hi,  ConLmedore 
Eo  eel , 

Chicago  —  Jan,  31        I.V.^  Duggan,  Go^"rnor,  Far.:  Credit'  ;'"-dnin, ,  !'at  ^T^Lgr^l 
Credit'  Comxiittee  m.ec-ting,  F^dcrel  Reeor^rc  Bank. 

Baltimore  —  Feb,  1  —  /eiinual  Stockholders  r.ecting.  Federal  Lazid  Bank, 


lloxr  from  Gapcn 

Kcn  Gapen  v;as  snev.-b  una  temp^^rarily  dean,  around  Lubbock,  Texas,  yester- 
^'^y^w^d^d  had  to  ccjiccl  one  of  the  schools  that  he  and  the  Texas  boys  had 
plarjied.    But  he » 3  on  his  v.T.y  again  and  v.-ill  be  back  hor.c  the  last  of  next 
vrcck. 


"Party  Line"  on  KCIiCi 


Re  o"ur  piece  in  last  iveek^s  RFD  Letter  about  the  use  of  the  'phone  in 
gathering  niaterial  for  farm  broadcasts,  we  hear  fron  RFD  C,Yh  Jackson  at  IXliO 
in  Kansas  City  that  he  is  airing  a  show  called^,  "Party  Line,"  3  days  a  v'sek. 

Jack  says;     "Yfe  have  the  equipment  rrhich  enables  us  to  actually  record 
both  ends  of  the  telephone  conversation,     I  place  the  calls  the  previous  af- 
ternoon and  talk  v/ith  farmers,  8.gency  representatives,  or  an^/one  in  a  position 
to  givQ  m@  up-to-the-minute  authentic  information  on  current  agricultural 
problems.     For  oxarople,  I  have  obtained  reports  on  live-stock  damago  due  to 
storms,  recoiTuTiendations  for  treating  fruit  trees  damaged  by  storms,  protect- 
ing trees  and  other  plants  when  storms  threaten^  inf oripr.tion  on  PI'ilA.  loan  and 
conservation  programs,  and  current  meetings  of  all  sorts," 

■".■'fe'd  bo  interested  in  anv  other  ox'j.jri cnccs  along  this  line. 

Farm  Broadcasting  "Dorm  Under" 

From  our  good  affiliated  RFD^  Jolin  Louglacs,  "do^.vn  under"  in  Australia, 
vo  hoar  that,  "The  best  nc-vrs  I  can  give  you  about  agri  culturo.l  broadcasting 
in  this  country  is  that,  in  the  past  year,  at  least  two  new  conmcrcial  and 
sponsored  programmes  have  been  started  here.     There  may  be  more.     To  me,  it^s 
an  excellent  omen  as  I  like  competition  and  having  a  fcv.r  more  guys  in  my  oT/n 
field  of  work.     The  only  advance  piece  of  information  is  that  the  A.BeC,  is 
giving  us  a  night  spot  on  a  Friday  evening, , a,, F'/cr^rbody  tolls  m.c  this  is 
particularly  complimentary  as  our  noon-time  programmes  have  a  very  high  rat- 
ing cjid  have  been  accepted  as  the  best  in  this  country," 


"FFD  America"  Goes  TV 

The  "R.FoDo  Amorica"  show  —  novr  on  AH  —  takes  to  TV  locally  over  '-iYBQ, 
in  Chicago,  in  a  Yreekly  sho"?  starting  today,  Friday,  January  2  8,     Emcee  is 
Bob  Murphy,  who  has  done  cmcooing  and/or  announcing  on  such  programs  as  Quiz 
I'dds  and  the  Brv.akfo.st  Club,     Report  is  that  there  is  a  "good  chance  that  the 
shoYf  7.111  go  network  in  a  short  time," 

Cordially, 
Cana'Dc  Rcyiiclds'' 

Actge  Ass*t  Director  of  Inf  .rrr-tion 
Enclosures ;  for  Radio  and  Video 

"A  Look  iihead  in  Soils  h  Crops  Research"  «  talk  by  R,Ie,  Salter 
Press  Release  -  "Major  Battles  A.,ainst  Plague  of  Grassheppcrs 

Likely  in  1949" 
Ivlisco  Pubo  658  -  "Farmlieusc  Plans  for  iTorthcastern  States" 
BAE  Statistical  Sui-.miar^'" 


